
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




d 







'^'^rabS^^ 







/L^ ■ /r/r 



THE INFANTRY MANUAL. 



-4fc . <iv:i. ^^OA. ^'e^ 



THE i 



INFANTEY MANUAL: 

CONTAINING 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE DRILL AND INSTRUCTION 
OF RECRUITS; 

C$e Manual anlK tpiatoon lt&xmm»; 

AN ABSTRACT 

OF THE 

FIELD EXERCISES AND EVOLUTIONS OF THE ARMY, 
&c. &c. &c. 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
HORSE GUARDS. 

1st March, 1847. 



LONDON: 

PUBLISHED BY 

PARKER, FURNIVALL, AND PARKER, 
MILITARY LIBRARY, WHITEHALL. 



LIT) 

.A451 

1347 



GENERAL ORDER. 



HORSE GUARDS, 

\st March, 1847. 

The Commander-in-Chief directs, that the fol- 
lowing Abstracts of the various Regulations 
for the Drill and Instruction of the Infentry be 
published to the Army, for the information and 
guidance of the Officers and Non-commissioned 
Officers; and His Grace desires, that every 
Serjeant of Infentry be provided with a Copy 
of the same, in order that a perfect uniformity 
of system under these heads may be main- 
tained throughout the Service. 

By Command of His Grace 
The Convmander 'in- Chief. 

JOHN MACDONALD, 

Adjutant General 
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S. 2. Standing at Ease. 

Stand at Ease. ( On the words Stand at Ease, the right 
foot is to be drawn back about six inches, 
and the greatest part of the weight of the 
body brought upon it ; the left knee a little 
bent ; the hands brought together before the 
body ; the palms being struck smartly toge- 
ther, and that of the right hand then slipped 
over the back of the left ; but the shoulders 
to be kept back and square ; the head to the 
front, and the whole attitude without con- 
straint. 

AtteniUm* ( On the word Attention, the hands are to 

1 fall smartly upon the outside of the thighs ; 

the right heel to be brought up in a line with 

the left ; and the proper unconstrained posi- 

i^tion of a soldier immediately resumed. 

When the recruit falls in for instruction, he is first to 
be taught to place himself, on the word Attention, in the 
position above described, to remain perfectly steady, and 
to give his whole attention to his commander. Before the 
word Attention \^ given, and occasionally during the time 
of drill, the recruit may be allowed to rest by Stand at 
Ease, as above explained. « 

When standing at ease for any considerable time in cold 
weather, the men are permitted to move their limbs, but 
without quitting their ground, so that upon the word 
Attention, no one shall have materially lost his dressing in 
the line. In this case the Stand at Ease is given in the 
tone of a permission and not of command. 

S. 3. Eyes to the Right. 

Eyes Right. ( On the words Eyes Right, glance the eyes 

to the right with a slight turn of the head. 

Eyes Left. I At the words Eyes Left, cast the eyes in like 

Eyes Front, j manner to the left. On the words Eyes Front, 

the look and head are to be directly to the 

vfront, the habitual position of the soldier. 

These motions are useful on the wheeling of divisions, — 
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or in closing to a flank,— or when dressing is ordered after 
a halt ; and particular attention must be paid, in the several 
turnings of the eyes, to prevent the soldier from moving 
his body, which must be preserved perfectly square to the 
front ; but in all marches to the front, the recruit at open 
order must be taught to select objects in his front, and to 
march straight upon them : — at close order, the touch, with 
the preservation of a uniform and proper cadence, must 
form his only guide in marching. 



To the Right, 
face. 



To the Lefty 
face. 



To the Bight 
about, face. 



S. 4. The Facings. 

In going through the facings the left heel never quits 
the ground ; the body must rather incline forward, and the 
knees be kept straight. 

1st. Place the hollow of the right foot 
smartly against the led heel, keeping the 
shoulders square to the front. 

2nd, Raise the toes, and turn to the right 
on both heels. 

{1st. Place the right heel against the hol- 
low of the left foot, keeping the shoulders 
square to the front. 
2hd. Raise the toes, and turn to the lefl 
on both heels.. 

1st. Place the ball of the right toe against 
the left heel, keeping the shoulders square 
to the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the right 
about on both heels. 

3rd. Bring the right foot smartly back 
jn a line with the left. 

1st. Place the right heel against the ball 
of the left toe, keeping the shoulders square 
to the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the left 
about on both heels. 

drd. Bring up the right smartly in a line 
^with the left. 

On 



To the Left 
about, face. 
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Right,orLeftf ^ 
half face* 



Front. 



I' 



Right (or 

Left) about, 

three-quarters 

Face. 



Front, 



On the word of command Right or Le/t 
Half Face, each man will make an exact 
half face, as directed, by drawing back or 
advancing the right foot one inch^ by which 
^the whole will stand individually in echellon. 
When it is intended to resume the original 
front, the word of command Front will be 
given, and the whole will face, as accurately 
as possible, to their former front. 

When it is necessary to perform the 
diagonal march to the rear, the recruit will 
receive the word Right (or Left) about, three- 
quarters face, upon which he brings the ball 
of the right foot (not the ball of the toe) to 
the left heel, or the right heel to the ball of 
the left foot, and makes a three-quarters face 
in the given direction. Upon the word Fronts 
if he has faced to the right, he fronts to the 
left ; and if he has faced to the left, he fronts 
to the right. 

The feet in the first of the above motions are to be 
slipped back or brought forward without a jerk ; the move- 
ment being from the hip, so that the body is kept perfectly 
steady until faced. 

The greatest precision must be observed in these facings, 
for if they are not exactly executed, a body of men, after 
being properly dressed, will lose their dressing on every 
small movement of facing. 

S. 5. Positimi in Marching. 

In marching, the soldier must maintain the position of 
the body as directed in Sect. 1. He must be well balanced 
on his limbs. His arms and hands must be kept perfectly 
steady by his sides, and on no account be suffered to move 
or vibrate ; care must be taken that the hand does not 
cling to the thigh, or partake in the least degree of the 
movement of the limb. The body must be kept erect and 
square to the front. The movement of the leg and thigh 
must spring from the haunch, and be free and natural. 
The foot must be raised sufficiently high to clear the ground 
without grazing it, carried straight to the front, and, with- 
out 
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out being drawn back, placed softly on the ground, so as 
not to jerk or shake the body in the slightest degree. The 
bead to be kept well up, and straight to the front, and the 
eyes not turned to the right or \e?t. 

Balance Step. 

The recruit being placed in the position of the soldier, 
as above described, is instructed in the balance step, the 
object of which is to teach him the free movement of his 
limbs, preserving at the same time perfect squareness of 
shoulders, with the utmost steadiness of body, and no 
labour must be spared to attain this first and most essential 
object, which forms indeed the very foundation of good 
marching. The instructor must be careful that the recruit 
does not contract a habit of drooping or throwing back a 
shoulder at these motions, which are intended practically 
to show the true principles of marching, and that steadiness 
of body is compatible with perfect freedom in the limbs. 

\st. Without gaining Ground. 

i Balance step without gaining ground, com- 
mencing with the left foot. 

The left foot is brought gently forward 
with the toe at the proper angle to the left, 
the foot about three indies from the ground, 
the left heel in line with the toe of the right 
foot. 

When steady, the left foot is brought 
gently back (without a jerk), the left knee a 
little bent, the left toe brought close to the 
right heel. The left foot in this position will 
not be so flat as to the front, as the toe will 
^be a little depressed. 

When steady, the word Front will be given 
as above, and repeated to the Rear three or 
four times; to prevent the recruits being 
fatigued^ the word Halt will be given, when 
the left foot, either advanced, or to the rear, 
.will be brought to the right. 

The Instructor will afterwards make the recruit balance 

upon 



Caution, 



Front, 



Rear. 



Front. 



Halt. 
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upon the left foot, advancing and retiring the right in t}ie 
same manner. 



Zndly. 



Front, 



Forward, 



FronU 



Gaining Ground by the word Forward. 

On the word Front, the left foot is brought 
gently to the front without a jerk ; the knee 
to be gradually straightened as the foot is 
brought forward, the toe turned out a little 
to the left and remaining about three inches 
from the ground. In this posture he re- 
mains for a few seconds only in the first 
instance^ till practice has steadied him in the 
position. 

On this word of command^ the left foot is 
brought to the ground, at 30 inches from heel 
to heel, while the right foot is raised at the 
same moment, and continues extended to the 
rear. The body remains upright, but in- 
clining forwards ; the head erect, and neither 
^turned to the right nor left. 

!0n the word Fronts the right foot is brought 
forward, and so on. 

S. 6. Slow Step. 

On the word March, the left foot is car- 
ried 30 inches to the front, and without '- 
being drawn back is placed softly on the 
ground, so as not to jerk or shake the body ; 
the recruit is to be taught to take 75 of these 
^steps in a minute. 
The recruit must be carefully trained, and thoroughly 
instructed in this step, as an essential foundation for arriving 
at accuracy in the paces of more celerity. This is the 
slowest step at which troops are to move. 

S. 7. The Halt. 

(On the word Halt, let the rear foot be 
brought upon a line with the advanced one, 
so as to finish the step which was being taken 
when the command was given. 

N.B. The 



March, 
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N. B. The words Haltf dress, — to be considered as one 
word of command. 

Three or four recruits will now be formed in one rank 
at open distance, and instructed as follows. 

S. 8. Stepping Out. 

f The squad marches, as already directed, 

Step Out. in slow time. On the words Step Out, the 

H recruit must be taught to lengthen his step 

to 33 inches, by leaning forward a little, but 

without altering the cadence. 

This step is necessary, when a temporary exertion in 
line, and to the front, is required : and is applied both to 
slow and quick time ; and at the word (slow or quick step) 
the pace of 30 inches must be resumed. 

S. 9. Stepping Short. 

Step Short. ( On the words Step Short, the foot advanc- 
ing will finish its pace, and afterwards each 
recruit will step as far as the ball of his toe. 

Forward. '\ and no farther, until the word Forward be 
given, when the usual pace of 30 inches is to 
be taken. 

This step is useful when a momentary retardment of 
either a battalion in line, or of a division in column, shall 
be required. 



S. 10. Marking Time. 

• On the words Mark Time, the foot then 
advancing completes its pace, after which the 
cadence is continued, without gaining any 
ground, but alternately throwing out the foot 
and bringing it back square with the other. 
At the word Forward, the usual pace of 30 
finches will be taken. 

This step is necessary when a column, division, &c.^ on 
the march^ has to wait for the coming up of others. 

b5 S.IK 



Mark Time. 



Forward. 
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Right Close, 
Quick March. 



S. 11. The Side or Closing Step. 

The side or closing step is performed from the halt in 
quick time hy the following commands : — 
Right Close — Quick March, 
Left Close — Quick March, 
f In closing to the right, on the word Qutclc 
Marchy eyes are turned to the right, and each 
man carries his right foot ahout 10 inches 
directly to his right (or, if the files are closed, 
to his neighbour's left foot), and instantly 
brings up his left foot, till the heel touches 
his right heel, and proceeds to take the next 
step in the same manner ; the whole with per- 
fect precision of time, shoulders kept square, 
knees not bent, and in the true line on which 
Hate. the body is formed. At the word Halt^ the 

whole halt, turn their eyes to the front, and 
Ure perfectly steady. (Vide S. 3, Part II.) 

Note — Id closing on rough or broken ground the knees mast neces- 
sarily be bent. 

S. 12. Stepping Back. 

The Step Back is performed in the slow 
time and pace of 30 inches, from the halt. 
On the command Step Back — March, the 
recruit must be taught to move straight to 

Ithe rear, preserving his shoulders square to 
the front, and his body erect. On the word 
Haltf the foot in front must be brought back 
square with the other. 

A few paces only of the Step Back can be necessary at 
a time. 

S. 13. Changing the Feet. 

' To change the feet in marching, the ad- 
vanced foot completes its pace, the ball of 
the other is brought up quickly to the heel 
of the advanced one, which instantly makes 
another step forward, so that the cadence 
may not be lost. 
^ ^ This 



Step Back- 
March, 



Halt. 



Change Feet, 
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To the Left 
oblique-' 
March, 



Two. 



This may be required of an individual, who is stepping 
with a different foot from the rest of his division ; in doing 
which, he will in fact take two successive steps with the 
same foot. 

S. 14. Oblique Step. 

When the recruit has acquired the regular 
length and cadence of the slow pace, he is to 
be taught the oblique step. At the words 
To the Left oblique — March, without altering 
his personal squareness of position, he will, 
when he is to step with his left foot, point 
and carry it forward 19 inches in the dia- 
gonal line, to the left, which gives about 13 
inches to the side, and about 13 inches to 
the front. On the word Two, he will bring 
his right foot 30 inches forward, so that the 
right heel be placed 1 3 inches directly before 
the left one. In this position he will pause, 
and on the word Two continue to march, as 
before directed, by advancing his left foot 
1 9 inches, pausing at each step till confirmed 
in his position ; it being essentially necessary 
to take the greatest care that his shoulders 
be preserved square to the front. From the 
combination of these two movements, the 
general obliquity gained will amount to an 
angle of about 25 degrees. When the recruit 
is habituated to the lengths and directions of 
the step, he must be made to continue the 
march without pausing, and with firmness ; 
when he has been made perfect in the oblique 
step, in slow time, he must be instructed in 
quick time on the same principle. 

As all marching (the side step excepted) invariably 
begins with the left foot, whether the obliquing commences 
from the halt or on the march, the first diagonal step taken 
is by the leading foot of the side inclined to, when it comes 
to its turn, after the command is pronounced. 

The squareness of the person, and the habitual cadenced 
step, in consequence, are the great directions of the oblique, 
as well as of the direct, march. Each 
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Each recruit should be separately and carefully in- 
structed in the principles of the foregoing sections of the 
drill. They form the basis of all military movements. 

S. 15. The Quick Step. 

The cadence of the slow pace having become perfectly- 
habitual to the recruits, they are now to be taught to march 
in quick time, which is 108 steps in a minute, each of 30 
inches, making 270 feet in a minute. 
Quick^March. r The command, Quickj March, being given 
with a pause between them, the word Quick 
is to be considered as a caution, and the 
whole to remain perfectly steady. On the 
word March, the whole move off, conforming 
^to the directions given in Sect. 5. 

After the recruit is perfectly grounded in marching to 
the front in quick time, all the alterations of step, as above, 
for slow time, must be practised in the quick time. 

This is the pace which will be applied generally to all 
movements by large as well as small bodies of troops ; and 
therefore the recruit must be trained and thoroughly in- 
structed in this essential part of his duty. 

S. 16. The Double March. 

The directions for the March, in the preceding section, 
apply in a great degree to this step, which is 150 steps in 
the minute, each of 36 inches, making 450 feet in a minute. 
Double March. ^ On the word Double March, the whole 
step off together with the left feet; keeping 
the heads erect, and the shoulders square to 
the front : the knees are a little bent ; the 
body is more advanced than in the other 
marches ; the arms hang with ease down the 
outside of the thigh. The instructor will be 
careful to habituate the recruit to the full 
pace of 36 inches, otherwise he will get into 
the habit of a short trot, which would defeat 
the obvious advantages of this degree of 
^march. 
Halu As directed in Section 7. 

The 
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The word March, given singly, at all times denotes that 
slow time is to be taken ; when the Quick or Double March 
is meant, the words Quick or Double^ as a caution, will 
precede the word March, 

The great advantage attending the constant use of the 
plummet must be obvious ; and the several lengths swing- 
ing the times of the different marches in a minute^ are as 
follows : 

In. Hun. 
Slow time ... 75 steps in the minute 24 , 96 

Quick time ... 108 12 , 03 

Double march . . 150 6 , 26 

A musket-ball suspended by a string which is not sub- 
ject to stretch, and on which are marked the different 
required lengths, will answer the above purpose, may be 
easily acquired, and should be frequently compared with 
an accurate standard in the adjutant's possession. The 
length of the plummet is to be measured from the point of 
suspension to the centre of the ball. 



Single Rank at Close Order. 

Six or eight recruits will now be formed in rank at 
close files, having a steady well-drilled soldier on their 
flank to lead, and will then be carefully instructed in the 
touch, which in close order constitutes the principal guide 
and regulator in marching. Each man, when properly in 
line, should feel his right or left-hand man (towards the 
point of direction) at the thick part of the arm immediately 
below the elbow, which must continue turned in and close 
to the side. The fingers are kept straight, the thumb close 
to the fore-finger, the thumb and fore-finger in a small 
degree turned out (in order to keep the elbows close), the 
edge of the hand very slightly touching the thigh, and a 
litue behind the seam of the trousers. The. touch must 
be light, and crowding carefully avoided. 



S. 17. 
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S. 17. Dressing when halted. 

Dressing is to be taught equally by the 
Bmt. left as by the right. On the word Dress, 
each individual will cast his eyes to the point 
to which he is ordered to dress, with a slight 
turn of the head, but preserving the shoulders 
and body square to their front. The whole 
person of the man must move as may be 
necessary, and bending backward or forward 
is not to be permitted. He must take short 
quick steps, thereby gradually and exactly 
to gain his position, and on no account be 
suffered to attempt it by any sudden or vio- 
lent alteration, which must infallibly derange 
whatever is beyond him. The faces o£ the 
men, and not their breasts or feet, are the 
line of dressing. Each man is to be able 
just to distinguish the lower part of the face 
^of the second man beyond him. 
In dressing, the eyes of the men are always turned to the 
officer who gives the word Dress; and who is posted at the 
point by which the body halts ; and who from that point 
corrects his men, on a point at or beyond his opposite flank. 
The faults to be avoided, and generally committed by 
the soldier in dressing, are, passing the line ; the head too 
forward, and body kept back ; the shoulders not square ; 
the head turned too much. 

With a view to establish more exactly the principles on 
which all dressing depends, the following instructions in 
the drill of recruits will be observed : — 

The right-hand man yriW be moved up 

a pace and a quarter (or half), and another 

soldier, as a second point, four paces to his 

right, while the left-hand man, or any other 

person, serves as a corresponding point for 

the instructor, upon the left. The instructor 

will then give the word. No, 2, By the 

By the Right right forward Dress, when the second recruit 

(or Left) J yfWi take a pace to the front with the lefl 

forward Dress, j ^^^^^ ^^ gj^^^^g^ ^^ j^^^ ^^^^ ^-^^^ ^^le two 

points 
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EyesfrmU 



By the Bight 

{orLeft)hack' 

toard Drest* 



points on his right, taking up his touch and 
dressing at the same time; the instructor, 
standing clear to the right of the two points, 
when he sees that the recruit is properly 
dressed, and the touch perfect, gives the 
word Eyes front, that heads may be replaced 
^and remain square to the front. 

When every recruit individually has prac- 
tised and is perfect in his dressing up, both 
by right and left forward, he must be taught 
to dress back by the right and left in the 
same manner. 

The instructor will then cause two or three recruits to 
dress up and back together, taking care that the touch is 
always preserved, and afterwards the whole squad to- 
gether. 

No rank or body ought ever to be dressed, without the 
person on its flank appointed to dress it, determining, or at 
least supposing a line, on which the rank, or body, is to be 
formed, and for that purpose taking as his object the distant 
flank man, or a point beyond such flank, or a man thrown 
out on purpose : dressing must then be made gradually, and 
progressively, from the fixed point towards the flank one ; 
and each man successively, but quickly, must be brought 
up into the true line, so as to become a new point, from 
whence the person directing proceeds in the correction of 
the others ; and he himself, when so directing, must take 
care that his person, or his eyes at least, be in the true 
line which he is then giving. 

S. 18. File Marching. 

The recruits must first face, and then be 
instructed to cover each other exactly in file, 
so that the head of the man immediately 
before may conceal the heads of all the 
To ihs — < others in his front. The strictest observance 
face. of all the rules for marching is particularly 

necessary in marching by files, which is first 
to be taught at the slow time, and afterwards 
^in quick time. 

On 
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March. ( On the word March, the whole are im- 
mediately to step off together, gaining at 
the first step 30 inches, and so continuing 
each step without increasing the distance 
betwixt each recruit, every man locking or 
placing his advanced foot on the ground, 
before the spot from whence his preceding 
man had taken up his. No looking down, 
nor leaning backward, is to be suffered, on 
any pretence whatever. The leader is to be 
directed to march straight forward on some 
distant objects given him for that purpose, 
and the recruits made to cover one another 
during the march, with the most scrupulous 
exactness: great attention must be paid to 
prevent them from opening out and losing 
.their compact formation. 

S. 19. Wheeling of a single Rank, in Slow 
Time J from the Halt. 



night WhMl. 



March, 



At the word, Right Wheel, the man on 
the right of the rank faces to the right ; on 
the word March, they step off together, 
the whole turning their eyes to the lefl (the 
wheeling or outward flank), except the man 
on the left of the rank, who looks inwards, 
and, during the wheel, becomes a kind of 
base line for the others to conform to, and 
maintain the uniformity of front. The out- 
ward wheeling man steps the usual pace 
of 30 inches, the whole observe the same 
time, but each man shortening his step in 
proportion as he is nearer to the standing 
flank on which the wheel is made. During 
the wheel, the whole remain closed to the 
standing flank, that is, they touch, without 
incommoding their neighbour; they must 
not stoop forward, but remain upright: 
opening out from the standing flank is to 
be avoided; closing in upon it during the 

wheel 
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On the Right, 
Backwardi 

Wheel. 
Qmck March. 



wheel is to be resisted. On the word Haiif 
Halt, Dreu. Dress, each man halts immediately, with- 
out pressing forward. The dressing being 
completed, the squad receives the command 
Eyesfront. [^Eyesfront. 

When the recruits are able to perform the wheel with 
accuracy in the slow time, they must be practised in quick 
time. 

Nothing will tend sooner to enable the recruit to acquire 
the proper length of step, according to his'distance from 
the pivot, than continuing the wheel without halting for 
several revolutions of the circle, and also giving the word 
Hail, Dress, at instants not expected, and when only a 6th, 
8th, or any smaller proportion of the circle is completed. 

S. 20. Wheeling backwards^ a single Rank. 

At the words On the Right, Backwards 
WTieel, the man on the right of the rank 
faces to his lef^. At the word Quick, March, 
the whole step backward in quick time, 
dressing by the outward wheeling man ; those 
nearest the pivot man making their steps 
extremely small, and those towards the wheel- 
ing man increasing them as they are placed 
nearer to him. The recruit in this wheel 
must not bend forward, nor be suffered to 
look down ; but, by casting his eyes to the 
wheeling flank, preserve the dressing of the 
Halt. rank. On the word Halt, the whole remain 

perfectly steady, still looking to the wheeling 
Pren. \^flank till they receive the word Dress. 
The recruits should be first practised to wheel backwards 
at the slow step ; and at all times it will be necessary to 
prevent them from hurrying the pace : an error soldiers are 
very liable to fall into, particularly in wheeling backwards. 

S. 21. Changingthe Direction by the Wheel 
of a single JRank on a movable Pivot. 

r When the rank i^ marching to the front, 
land is ordered to change its direction to 

either 
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Shoviders 
forward. 



Forward, 



either flank, it receives the word Right (or 
Left) Shoulders forward; upon which the 
outward file of the named flank continues to 
step out at the full pace, and the wheel is per- 
formed (according to the principles explained 
in Section 20) upon the inner file of the other 
flank, which brings the shoulder gradually 
round, — and gaining ground suflicient to 
circle round the wheeling point (where such 
is given), marks time, until it receives the 
word Forward : but the wheel on the move- 
able pivot is always made at the same time at 
which the body may be moving. The com- 
mander gives, the word Forward^ when he 
sees that the rank has gained the front oq 
which he intends it to move in a perpen- 
^dicular direction. 



S. 22. Oblique Marching in Front. 



Right oblique. 



Forward, 



When the squad is marching in front, 
and receives the word To the right oblique ; 
each man, the first time he raises the right 
foot, will, instead of throwing it straight 
forward, carry it in the diagonal direction, 
as has been already explained in Sect. 14, 
taking care not to alter the position of his 
body, shoulders, or head. The greatest at- 
tention is to be paid to the shoulders of 
every man in the squad, that they may remain 
parallel to the line on which they were first 
placed, and that the right shoulders do not 
fall to the rear, which they are very apt to 
do in obliquing to the right, and which 
immediately changes the direction of the 
front. On the word Forward, the incline 
ceases, and the whole march forward. In 
obliquing to the lef^, the same rules are to 
be observed, with the diflerence of the left 
leg going to the left, and attention to keep 
up the left shoulder. 

The 
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The same instructions tbat are given for slow time serve 
also for quick time. 

In obliquing to the right, the touch must be preserved 
to the left^ and vice versd^ excepting in the obliquing of a 
battalion, when the touch must always be to the centre. 

S. 23. Diagonal March. 

This march will be commenced from the 
halt, by giving the command Right for Left J 
half face, as described in Sect. 4, and on the 
word March, the men move on the diagonal 
lines upon which they are individually placed 
in echellon. Upon the command, Halt^ 
Front, the original front is resumed. When 
the squad is marching to the front and it is 
desired to take an oblique direction, the word 
Right (or Left J half turn is given, and the 
men move as above prescribed, — and when 
it is intended to move to the original front 
without halting, the word Front turn is given, 
when each man will turn his body to the 
front, and move forward without checking 
the pace. 

When the movement is performed to the 
left, the reverse of the foregoing instructions 
^will take place. 

During the diagonal march the leading flank will be the 
pivot for the time being; for instance, when a squad or 
company is moving by the right half turn, the right-hand 
man must pay particular attention to the length of pace, and 
must move perpendicularly to the line he took up when he 
made his half turn, as the accuracy of his movement may 
assist very much in preserving the division in its proper 
position. The other files must be careful that their right 
arms do not get beyond the centre of the men's backs who 
precede them in echellon ; and if they keep this position, 
their right feet will just clear the left of the preceding file. 



Right (or 

Left) half 

face, 

Jdareh, 

Halt, Front, 



Right (or 

Left) half 

turn. 

Front turn. 
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S. 24. Position of the Soldier. 

When the firelock is shouldered, the person of the 
soldier remains in the position described under the head of 
Close order, except that the wrist of the left hand is turned 
a little out, the better to embrace the butt. The firelock 
is placed in the hand, with the two first joints of the fingers 
grasping the inside of the butt, the thumb alone to appear 
in front. The piece must be carried at the full length of 
the arm, the butt a little forward, the fore part nearly even 
with that of the thigh ; the hind part of it lightly touching 
the thigh, when stationary, without being in the least 
degree affected by it when in motion. The firelock will 
rest upon the hollow of the shoulder, and be held firm 
and steady. 

S. 25. Different Motions of the Firelock. 

The following motions of the firelock will be taught and 
practised as here set down, until each recruit is perfect in 
them ; they being necessary for the ease of the soldier in 
the course of exercise. 

Supporting arms. 

Sloping arms. 

Carrying arms. 

Ordering arms. 

Standing at ease. 

Attention. 

Shouldering from the order. 

The recruit must be accustomed to carry his arms for a 
considerable time together ; it is most essential he should 
do so, and not be allowed to support or slope them so oflen 
as is practised, under the idea that long carrying them is 
a position of too much constraint. 



Aspreseribed 

in the Manual h 

Exercise, 
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A company or battalion is never to come to the halt, 
or FORM IN LINE, or to DRESS (which are situations where 
the greatest accuracy of front is required), but with car- 
ried arms. When troops are in motion, arms may be sloped 
by word of command ; and it must here be observed, that 
when this is the case, the touch to the firelock arm must be 
kept by the elbow. It is to be understood, as a general 
rule, that in the double march, as the men make the first 
step, they slope arms, without any separate word of com- 
mand ; on being halted, arms are instantly carried in the 
same manner. 

S. 26. Attention in forming the Squad. 

When the Squad or division (consisting of from six to 
eight files) ya//« in, each man, with carried arms, will take 
bis place in his rank, beginning from the flank to which he 
is ordered to form ; he will dress himself in line by the 
rule already given, assume the ordered position of a soldier, 
and stand perfectly steady. Attention must be paid that 
the files are correctly closed ; that the men in the rear rank 
cover well, looking their file leaders in the middle of the 
neck ; that the rear rank has its proper distance of one pace 
(30 inches) from the front rank, and that both ranks are 
equally well dressed. 

S. 27. Open Order. 

The recruits being formed in two ranks 
at close order, on the words Rear Rank, take 
Open Order, the flank men on the right and 
left of the rear rank step briskly back one 
pace, face to their right, and stand covered, 
to mark the ground on which the rear rank 
is to halt, and dress at open order ; every 
other individual remains ready to move. On 
the word March, the dressers front, and the 
rear rank steps back one pace, dressing by 
^the right. 

S. 28. Close Order. 

On the words Rear Rank, take Close 
Order, the whole remain perfectly steady; 
at the word March, the rank closes within 
[^one pace. THE 



Rear Bank, 

take Open 

Order. 



March. 



Uear Rank, 

take Close 

Order. 

March. 
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Percussion Arms require to be carefully handled in 
order to prevent the cock being loosened, by which its 
direct fall on the nipple would be rendered uncertain. 
They are, at all limes, when unloaded, to be used with the 
cock down on the nipple, and Sentries may be permitted 
to carry their arms, when loaded, in the same manner, in 
order to secure the cap in its place ; but, to avoid acci- 
dents, they are to be carried, on all other occasions, at 
half-cock afler being loaded. 



WardMof 
Command* 



] 



Isu 

Secure 
Arms. 



Explanation. 

1st. Bring the right hand briskly up and 
place it under the cock, the forefinger touch- 
ing the back part of it, the thumb placed 
between the stock and barrel, and pointing 
to the muzzle, keeping the firelock steady. 

2nd. Quit the butt with the left hand, and 
seize the firelock with it at the swell, bringing 
the elbow close down upon the lock, care- 
fully avoiding to raise or lower the shoulder ; 
the right hand kept fast in this motion, and 
the piece still upright. 

3rd. Quit the right hand, giving the piece 
a cant with the forefingers, and bring it down 
to your right side, bringing the firelock down 
to the securCf under the lefl arm, the elbow 
thrown a little to the rear, the guard just 
visible, the thumb on the sling, the fingers 
grasping the barrel, and the hand rather 
^below the hip-bone. 
N,B, In marching when the cap is on, the cock will 
be brought up under the arm-pit, the, sling resting on 
the arm ; but at other times the firelock may be carried 
with the barrel downwards, the right hand grasping the 
piece between the loop and the swell, and the left, the 
right arm just below the elbow. 1st. 
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2nd. 

Shoulder 

Arnu. 



Zrd, 
Order 
Amu. 



4th. 

Fix 

Bayonets, 



5th. 

Shoulder 

Armt. 



1st. Bring tbe firelock up to the perpen- 
dicular line, seizing it with the right hand 
under the cock, as the first motion of the 
Secure. 

2nd, Quit the lefl hand, and strike the butt 
with the palm, grasping it at the same instant. 

3rd. Quit the right hand, and bring it 
^smartly down to the right side. 

f 1st. Seize the firelock with the right 
hand, the little finger as high as the shoulder, 
the elbow close to the body. 

2nd. Bring it down to the right side, the 
little finger to slip between the stock and 
barrel ; place the butt quietly on the ground. 

3rd. Bring the thumb of the right hand 
on the sling, placing the muzzle in the hollow 
of the shoulder, the hand flat on the side of 
the stock. 

1st. At the word Fix, place the thumb of 
the right hand, as quick as possible, behind 
the barrel. 

2nd. As soon as the word of command is 
fully given, take a gripe of the firelock, and 
push the muzzle a little forward, grasping 
the bayonet with the left hand, the elbow kept 
well forward, so as not to interfere with the 
left-hand man, and fixing it with the utmost 
celerity. The instant this is done, return, 
as quick as possible, to the Order as above 
described, and stand perfectly steady. 

1st. As soon as the word Shoulder is 
given, take a gripe of the firelock with the 
right hand, as in fixing bayonets. 

2nd. At the last word Arms, the firelock 
must be thrown, with the right hand, in one 
motion, and with as little appearance of 
effort as possible, into its proper position on 
the left shoulder. The hand crosses the 
body in so doing, but must instantly be 



m 
withdrawn. 
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eth. 

Present 
Arms, 



1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand, 
under the guard, turning the lock to the 
front, but without moving it from the 
shoulder. 

2nd. Raise the firelock up from the shoul- 
der to the poise, by placing the left hand 
(smartly and with a tell) upon the sling, 
fingers pointing upwards ; the wrist upon the 
guard, and the point of the left thumb of 
equal height with the mouth, and close to 
the forefinger ; the piece to be kept perpen- 
dicular in this position, the left elbow close 
to the butt, the right elbow and butt close to 
the body. 

3rd, Bring down the firelock with a quick 
motion, as low as the right hand will admit 
without constraint ; making it tell with the 
left hand, which must be placed with a firm 
hold two inches above the bottom swivel, 
thumb pointing up, drawing back the right 
foot at the same instant, so that the hollow of 
it may touch the left heel. The firelock in 
this position, with the guard to the front, to 
be totally supported in the left hand, close in 
front of and opposite the centre of the body ; 
the right hand lightly holding the small of 
the butt ; the fingers pointing rather down- 
wards ; the body to rest entirely on the left 
Jooi ; both knees straight. 



7th. 

Shoulder 

Arms, 



Ist. By a turn of the right wrist, bring the 
firelock to its proper position on the left 
shoulder, making the motion tell, the left 
hand grasping the butt, and bringing up the 
right foot at the same inttant to its original 
position ; fingers of the right hand under the 
cock, thumb pointing up. 

£nd. Quit the right hand briskly^ and 
^bring it down to the right side. 

c At 
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Part 
Amu. 



9ih. 

Charge 

Bayonets, 



\Oth. 

Shoulder 

Arms, 



nth. 

Advance 

Arms, 



At one motion throw tbe firelock from the 
shoulder across the body, meeting it firmly 
with both hands at the same instant (the 
right at the small of the butt — the left at the 
swell), in a diagonal position, in which the 
lock is to be turned to the front, the nipple 
at the height of the centre of the breastplate, 
the muzzle slanting upwards, so that the 
barrel may cross opposite the point of the 
left shoulder, with the butt proportionably 
depressed. The right hand grasps the small 
of the butt, and the lefl grasps the piece at 
the swell, with the fingers round the barrel, 
the thumbs of both hands pointing towards 
^the muzzle, both elbows close to the body. 
f Make a half-face to the right, the right toe 
straight off to the rights and the left toe full 
to the front, and bring down the firelock to 
H nearly a horizontal position, with the muzzle 
inclining a little upwards^ and the right wrist 
resting against the hollow of the thigh below 
^the hip. 

Ist. Throw the firelock up to its proper 
position on the left shoulder, the left hand 
falling smartly on the butt, and grasping it, 
and at the same instant coming to your proper 
front ; fingers of the right hand under the 
cock, thumb pointing up. 

2nd. Quit the right hand smartly, and 
.bring it down to the right side. 
' 1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand 
under the guard, turning the lock to the 
front, but without moving it from the 
shoulder. 

2nd. Raise the firelock up from the shoulder 
to the poise, by placing the left hand upon the 
sling, fingers pointing upwards, the wrist upon 
the guard, and the point of the left thumb of 
equal height with the mouth, and close to the 
forefinger ; the piece to be kept perpendicular 
I in this position. 3rd. 
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Uih. 
Order Amu, 



3rd. Bring the firelock down to the right 
side with the right hand as low as it will 
admit without constraint, at the same time 
striking it smartly with the left hand at 
the swell, the guard between the thumb and 
forefinger of the right hand, the three last 
fingers under the cock, with the guard to the 
front. 

. 4th. Quit the lefl hand. 
' 1st. At this word the left hand is brought 
smartly across the body, and seizes the fire* 
lock with the forefinger in line with the point 
of the right shoulder. 

2nd. Bring the firelock down as low as the 
lefl arm will admit, letting it slip through 
the fingers of the right hand until it quietly 
touches the ground. 
- drd. Quit the left hand. 
' 1st. At the word Advance, the thumb of 
the right hand is slipt quickly in rear of the 
barrel. 

At the word Arms, it is brought to the 
advance by a sharp cant of the right hand ; 
the lefl hand is brought across the body, to 
steady the firelock to the shoulder. 
^ 2nd. Quit the left hand. 

1st. Bring up the lefl hand, and seize the 
piece at the swell, raising it about one inch ; 
at the same instant slip the thumb of the 
right hand under the cock, by a turn of the 
right wrist. 

2nd. Throw it smartly to its proper posi- 
tion on the left shoulder^ the lefl hand falling 
smartly on the butt, grasping it, the fingers 
of the right hand under the cock, thumb 
pointing up. 

3rd. Quit the right hand, and bring it to 
^the right side. 

N.B. In these motions great. care must be taken to preserve 
the squareness of the body, and to avoid raising or sinking the 
shoulder. c2 1st. 



Uih. 

Advance 

Amu, 



Uih. 

Shoulder 

Amu, 



28 



MANUAL EXERCISE. 



\5ih. 

Support 
Arms, 



leth. 
Stand at Ease, ^ 



Mth. 
Attention, 



' Ist. Seize the small of the butt, under the 
lock, with the right hand, the thumb point- 
ing upwards, the firelock to be raised one 
inch. 

2nd. Bring the led arm under the cock. 

3rd. Quit the right hand. 

At this word of command the right hand 
is brought smartly across the body, and 
seizes the firelock at the small of the butt 
close up under the left arm, with the thumb 
of the right hand pointing upwards, the right 
foot drawn back, the left knee bent, and the 
firelock a little sloped. 

f At this word of command the right hand 
< is dropped smartly to the right side, and 
Vthe right foot brought in line with the lefl. 

ilst. Seize the small of the butt under the 
left arm, with the right hand. 
2nd. Smartly place the left hand with a tell 
grasping the butt, the firelock kept steady. 
3rd. Quit the right hand. 
At the same instant allowing the left arm 
to sink to the full extent. 

(In sloping arms the upper part of the arm 
is not to move, the guard of the firelock is 
to be raised so as gently to press against the 
hollow of the shoulder, the hand in a line 
with the elbow, the toe of the butt in a line 
with the centre of the left thigh. 

(On the word Ease, bring the right hand 
smartly across the body, placing it on the 
lefl hand, both thumbs on the fore part of 
the heel of the butt, that of the left hand 
uppermost, and drawing the right foot back 
at the same instant, the left knee bent. 

{At this word of command resume the 
attitude of attention, by bringing the right 
hand smartly to the right side, and the right 
foot in line with the left. 



1st. 
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22nd. 
Curry Amu. 



23rd. 
Order Armt, 



24th. 

Unfit 

Bayanett. 



Ist. Drop the left arm to its extent, and 
I bring the right hand smartly across the 
I body ; the fore part of the fingers to meet 
I the small of the butt, as in the first motion 
I of the Secure. 

2nd. Quit the right hand. 

As prescribed in page 24. 

At the word Unfix, slip the thumb of the 
right hand in rear of the barrel ; at the last 
sound of the word Bayonet, force the muzzle 
a little forward, bring the left hand smartly 
to the upper loop, the thumb pointing up- 
wards. Seize the socket of the bayonet 
between the forefinger and thumb of the 
right hand, pressing the spring back with 
the first joint of the finger, the back of the 
knuckle of the second jomt being at the same 
time placed against the bow ; raise the bay- 
onet to disengage it from the spring, and 
when it is as high as the turn, twist it to the 
left to disengage it from the muzzle 3 let the 
bow fall over the thumb, and the two fore- 
fingers on the top of the socket, with the 
left hand force the muzzle of the firelock 
back to its proper position ; at the same in- 
stant bring the thumb of the left hand on 
the top of the scabbard, for the purpose of 
guiding the bayonet into it; and bring the 
right hand smartly to the position of ordered 
arms. 

As before directed. 

It is to be understood that whenever a battalion in line 
charges with bayonets, the whole are in the first instance to 
advance at a firm quick step, with shouldered arms ; at the 
word Prepare to Charge, the firelocks of the front rank will 
be brought to the long trail, and those of the rear rank to 
the slope ; at the word Charge, the firelocks of the front 

rank 



25th. 
Stand at Bate. 
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rank will be thrown smartly to the charging position, and 
the pace increased to double march^ carefully avoiding too 
much hurry. The enemy being routed, it will depend on 
the officer commanding to give the word Halt^ when both 
ranks will shoulder arms, and proceed as may be after- 
wards directed. 

In marching any distance, or in standing at ease, when 
supported^ the men are allowed to bring their right hand 
across the body, to the small of the butt, which latter must, 
in that case, be thrown a little forward ; the fingers of the 
left hand being uppermost must be placed between the body 
and the right elbow ; the right hands are to be instantly 
removed when the division haltSy or is ordered to dress by 
the right or left. 

Time. 

The motions in the Manual Exercise are to be per- 
formed, leaving one pause of the slow time of march be- 
tween each motion, except that o^ fixing bayonets, in which 
a longer time must be given. One pause should also be 
made between the first and last parts of the words of com- 
mand ; for instance, shoulder (one pause) armsy both in 
manual and platoon. 

The manual is not to be executed by one word, or signal, 
but each separate word of command is to be given by the 
officer who commands the body performing it. 

Method of Piling Arms. 

The company standing in close order with 
ordered arms, and told off by threes, the word 
Pile is then given ; the whole of the com- 
pany slip the Uiumb of the right hand in rear 
of the barrel of the firelock, at the same 
time drawing back their right feet, in order 
to face to their right, with the exception of 
numbers two in the rear rank; they advance 
their right feet in the hollow of tne left, in 
order to face to the left. The word Arms 
is then given, the whole of the front rank, 
and one and three of the rear, face to the 

right; 
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PUe Arm. 



Unpile Arms, ■< 



right ; one and three files of the front rank 
turn the firelock on the heel of the butt with 
the sling towards them. One and three files 
of the rear rank turn the firelock on the heel 
of the butt with the sling from them, which 
brings the lock outwards : having done this, 
they lock their ramrods together, still bear- 
ing them well up, so as to show an interval. 
Number two file of the front rank throws 
his firelock to the rear as he then stands, 
and brings his left hand on number one 
muzzle, and completes that pile; having 
done that, he remains perfectly steady, faced 
to the right ; in piling with number three, the 
front and rear ranks have already locked their 
ramrods. Number two of the rear rank 
throws his firelock off to his own rear as he 
then stands, and completes number three pile 
by bringing his left hand on the muzzle of 
the firelock ; having done this, he faces to 
^the right about, and remains steady. 

Unpile Arms. 

At the word Unpile, the whole advance their 
right feet in the hollow of the \e% and seize 
their firelocks at the top brass, thumbs 
pointing upwards ; the files numbered two of 
the rear rank must work well round on the 
hips to reach their firelocks: at the word 
Arms, the whole snatch their firelocks smartly 
towards them, and front at the same time. 



FUSIL 



Si 
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FUSIL EXERCISE. 



The Fusil at the shoulder, or when carried, is to be 
placed in the led hand to the full extent of the arm ; the 
barrel to the front, the cock resting upon the fingers, and 
the thumb over the hammer. 

1st. Raise the left hand to a height that 
will admit the fingers of the right hand being 
placed under the cock. 
l5^ 2nd. Seize the fusil with the kft hand at 

Secure Arms, '\ the swell with the elbow close. 

3rd. Quit the right hand, giving the piece 
a cant with the fore-fingers, and bring the 
^fusil to the secure, under the left arm. 

1st. Bring the fusil up to the perpendicular 
line, seizing it with the right hand under the 
cock. 

2nd. Quit the left hand, and seize the 

2nd. cock and hammer, at the same time allowing 

Shoulder < the fusil to sink to the full extent of the left 

Arms, arm ; the right arm remaining across the 

body, with the points of the fingers on the 

barrel, to steady the piece. 

3rd. Quit the right hand and bring it 
^smartly down to the right side. 

- 1st. Bring the right hand across the body, 
and seize the piece below the top swivel. 

2nd. Bring the fusil down in front of the 
body within two inches of the ground ; lock 
3^^^ full to the front, — left hand seizing the fusil, 

Order Arms, ^ — thumb as high as the muzzle. 

3rd. Drop the butt to the ground close 
between the toes. In this position the fusil 
is to be lightly held between the thumb and 
fingers of the right hand, which are to point 
downwards 

Seize 
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4th, 

Fix Bayonets, 



r Seize the bayonet with the left hand and 
. -{ fix it, and resume the position of " Ordered 



5th. 

Shoulder 

Arms. 



6th. 
Port Amu, 

1th. 

Charge 

Bayonets. 



vArms.' 

1st. Grasp the fusil with the fingers of 
the right hand. 

2nd. Throw the fusil into the left hand 
and quit the right. 

r At one motion throw the fusil across the 
< body, in the manner directed in the Manual 
I Exercise. 



t 



} 



As directed in the Manual Exercise. 



Sth. 

Shoulder 

Arms. 



9th. 
Support Arms. 



\Oth. 
Stand at Ease. 

Uth. 
Attention. 



Uth. 
Carry Arms. 



1st. Throw the piece into the left hand, 
seizing it as directed at the Shoulder^ the 
right hand straight across the body, the points 
of the fingers on the barrel to steady it. 

2nd. Quit the right hand smartly. 

1st. Slope the fusil on the left shoulder> 
till the guard presses against the front of the 
shoulder, at the same time seize the small of 
the butt with the right hand. 

2nd. Seize the butt with the left hand. 

3rd. Quit the right hand. 

The same as in the position of Slope Arms 
in the Manual Exercise. 

As directed in the Manual Exercise. 

' 1st. At the word Arms^ seize the small of 
the butt with the right hand. 

2nd. Slip the piece to the full extent of 
the left arm, seizing the cock and hammer as 
directed in Shoulder Arms : the point of the 
fingers of the right hand slip along the barrel 
to steady it. 

drd. Quit the right hand. 

\3ih. 5 The same as directed for the Support, 
Slope Arms. { without any pause between the motions. 

G 5 As 
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Uih. 

Stand at Ease, 

ISih. 

Attention, 

16th. 
Carry Arms, 



17th. 
Trail Arms. 

IBth. 

Shoulder 

Arms, 

I9ih. 
Order Arms, 



{ 



As directed in the Manual Exercise. 

i As directed in the Manual Exercise. 

{1st. At tlie word Jmu^ seize the small of 
the butt with the right hand. 
The 2nd and Srd motions the same as the 
Support* 

r Raise the right hand to the swell of the 
< fusil, and bring it down to the trail on the 
Vright side. 

Throw the fusil to the left side, seizing 
the cock and hammer with the left hand, and 
quit the right at the same time. 

\ In three motions, as before directed. 

Seize the fusil with the left hand as high 

as the top brass, with the lock to the front, 

the right hand brought to the socket of the 

bayonet, pressing the spring back with the 

first joint of the finger ; disengage it from 

the spring by turning the bayonet towards 

the left ; slip the right hand down the fusil 

to the full extent; seize the top of the 

bayonet with the left hand, raise it until 

disengaged from the muzzle, and place the 

bayonet in the scabbard with the left hand» 

^and then resume the position of "Attention." 

f Slip the right hand up to the left, draw the 

i right foot back, and bend the left knee. 

Bring the right foot up to the \e% and 

slip the right hand down to the full extent of 

the arm. 

Serjeants in line will remain steady at Shoulder Arms 
during the performance of the Manual and Platoon 
Exercises. 

In taking up an alignment, the fusil is to be raised 
with the left hand, the small of the butt being seized with 
the right, and the piece brought before the body, the barrel 
to the front, the left hand on the butt* 

THE 



Unfix 
Bayonets. 



21st. 
Standat Ease. 

22nd. 
Attention, 



{ 
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PLATOON EXERCISE, 



DIFFERENT FIRINGS. 



The recruit having a thorough knowledge of the different 
motions of the firelock, as shown in the Manual Exercise, 
will now be taught the Platoon Exercise, as follows : 

Eight or ten recruits being formed in a single rank, at 
close files, and shouldered firelocks, will be thus taught to 
fire before they are formed in two ranks. 

Ist. As a firont rank standing. 

2nd. As a rear rank standing. 

drd. As a front rank kneeling. 

4th. As a rear rank kneeling. 

1st. At the word Load, seize the firelock 
with the right hand immediately under the 
cock, the forefinger touching the back part 
of it, the thumb between the stock and barrel, 
pointing up, the firelock kept steady. 

2nd. Quit the butt with the left hand, and 
grasp the firelock firmly with it, the little 
finger as high as the shoulder. 

3rd. Bring the firelock down in the left 
hand to the loading position, the fiat of the 
butt against the side of the left ankle, letting 
it quietly on the ground, seizins the muzzle 
at the same time with the ri^t hand, dbe 
thumb in line with it, and the forefinger one 
inch under it. 

In 



As Front 
Rank 

standing. 
Load. 
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In this position each man must feel the guard against 
the centre of the left shin, the thumb of the left hand 
pressed against the centre, and in front of the left thigh, 
the muzzle of the firelock to be brought in front of the 
breast-plate, and the barrel to the front. 

Handle r 1st. Place the right hand on the pouch , 
Cartridge. ^u^ draw out the cartridge. 

2nd. Bring it to the mouth, holding it be- 
tween the forefinger and thumb, and bite off* 
the top of the cartridge. 

3rd. Raise the elbow square with the 
shoulder, shake the powder into the barrel^ 
afterwards putting in the paper and ball; 
then straighten the fingers, and let the second 
joint of the forefinger rest on the head of the 
ramrod, thumb pointing downwards, and 
elbow square with the shoulder. 

4th. Drop the right elbow close to the 
body, and seize the head of the ramrod with 
^the second joint of the forefinger and thumb. 

1st. Force the ramrod half out, and seize 
it back-handed exactly in the middle, the 
elbow square with the shoulder. 

2nd. Draw it entirely out with a straight 
arm above the shoulder, turning it at the 
same time to the front ; put it one inch into 
the barrel, turning the back of the hand to 
the front ; the ramrod is thus held between 
the two forefingers and thumb, with the two 
Jast fingers shut in the hand. 
Ram down f 1st. Push the ramrod down, holding it as 
Cartridge. before, exactly in the middle, till the second 
finger touches the muzzle, elbow close. 

2nd. Press the ramrod lightly towards you, 
and slip the two forefingers and thumb to the 
point, then grasp it as before. 

drd. Push the cartridge quick down to the 
bottom ; knuckles to the front. 

4th. Strike it two very sharp strokes with 
^the ramrod^ to drive it well home. 

Ist. 



Draw 
Ramrodi, 
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Ritum 
Ramrods, 



'Bout. 



Prime, 



^ 1 St. Draw the ramrod half out, catching it 
back-handed, with the elbow square. 

2nd. Draw it entirely out with a straight 
arm above the shoulder, turning it to the 
front ; put it into the loops, and force it as 
quickly as possible to the bottom, the fore- 
finger and thumb holding the ramrod as in 
the position immediately previous to drawing 
it. 

At the word 'Bout, the whole come to the 
priming position, with the left hand at the 
swell, the elbow close in front of the left hip, 
the side nail touching the right hip, the right 
hand grasping the small of the butt, and the 
right foot drawn back six inches in a diagonal 
direction to the right, the right toe pointing 
to the right, the left toe to the front, and the 
.body turned a half-face to the right. 

Place the thumb of the right hand upon 
the cock, the fingers behind the guard, half- 
cock the piece (move the forefinger to throw 
off the old cap), then take a cap from the 

1 pocket with the forefinger and thumb of the 
right hand, and place it firm on the nipple, 
pressing it down with the fiat of the thumb, 
then grasp the small of the butt. 



As Front 
Rank Ready, 



{th 



Cock the piece by placing the thumb upon 
the cock, fingers behind the guard : then re- 
place the thumb on the small of the butt, and 
.fix the eye steadily on the object. 

Presenu f Bring the firelock up to the Present slowly 
and independently until in line with the object 
the eye had fixed upon, then put the forefinger 
on the trigger, and pull it with that part of it 
between the first and second joints, without 
a jerk, and when fired remain looking on the 
^object until the word Load is given. 

Too much pains cannot be taken to prevent the recruit 

from 
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from raising the firelock with a jerk, and putting his finger 
on the trigger before it is at the shoulder : it must be 
deliberately raised until aligned with the object that the 
eye is fixed upon, and so that he may lay the right cheek 
on the butt without too much stooping of the head. Par- 
ticular care must be taken that the recruit in this position 
shuts the lefl eye in taking aim, looking along the barrel 
with the right eye, from die near sight to the distant sight. 

Load, ^ Cast the piece smartly to the loading posi- 
outside the left foot, right heel brought 
in line with the left, and proceed with 
loading as before directed. 

N. B. Tn making ready after the first fire, as soon as 
the piece is half-cocked, the forefinger of the right hand is 
to be raised, and the old cap displaced with it ; then put on 
a new cap. 



{Ca 
tion ( 
up ii 
loadii 



Prime* 



As before directed. 



Shoulder f 1st. Throw the firelock up to its proper 

Armt, I position on the left shoulder, the left hand 

I falling smartly on the butt and grasping it, 

< the fingers of the right hand under the cock, 

I thumb pointing up. 

I 2nd. Quit the right hand smartly, and 
Cbring it down to the right side. 

At B£ar /- Make a half-face to the right, which will 
Rank B£ady, ^j^ing the left toe direct to the front, and 
step with the right foot as far to the right as 
will bring the right toe of each man close to 
the toes of the left foot of his right-hand man, 
and pointing to the right ; at the same time 
bring down the firelock to the right side, 
seizing it with the left hand at the sweU, the 
side nail to be four inches above the right 
hip ; and cock the firelock, fixing the eye on 
^some object in front, as before directed. 

Bring 
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Pretent. 



Load. 



Bring up the firelock to the Present slowly 
I and independently, and pull the trigger when 
I the object is covered, as before directed for 
I front rank. 

r Cast the piece smartly to the loading posi- 
tion, placing the butt quietly on the ground, 
inside the hollow of the left foot, the flat of 
it against the inside of the lefl ankle, bring- 
ing the right shoulder square to the front, 
and keeping the right foot fast, the right hand 
meeting the muzzle with the thumb in line 
.with it. 



Handle Cartridge, 
Draw Ramrods, 
Ram Doum Cartridge, 
Return Ramrods. 



} 



As before directed. 



'Bout. 



Prime, 

Shoulder 

Arms, 



{At the word 'Bout, the whole come to the 
priming position, the right hand on the small 
of the butt, which is to be four inches above 
the hip, resuming the right half-face. 



} 



As before directed. 



To load from the Shoulder as Rear Rank 
Standing. 

1st. At the word Load, seize the firelock 
with the right hand immediately under the 
cock, the forefinger touching the back part 
of it, the thumb between the stock and 
barrel, pointing up, the firelock kept steady. 

Snd. Quit the butt with the left hand, and 
grasp the firelock firmly with it, the little 
finger as high as the shoulder. 

drd. Bring the firelock down to the load- 
ing position, at the same time throw the right 
foot to the right as already explained, and 
^proceed with the loading as before directed. 

To 



As Rear Rank 

Standing, 

Load. 
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AiFrmtRank 

Kneeling, 

Ready, 



Present, 



Load. 



To fire Kneeling. 

f Sink down smartly on the right knee, 
which is to be drawn back about six inches 
from the left heel, the left leg to be perpen- 
dicular, the head and body erect, the firelock 

^ to be brought down to the priming position, 
the side nail in line with the hip ; then cock 
the piece, and grasp the small of the butt, at 
the same time fixing the eyes steadfastly on 
^some object in front. 

{Raise the firelock slowly until in line with 
the object, and fire as already directed for 
front rank standing. 

With the left hand pass the firelock round 
in front of the body over the left thigh, and 
bring it to the left side close to the thigh, the 
butt to the rear, the sling upwards, the muzzle 
about one inch in rear of and four inches 
higher than, the left knee, the thumb of the 
right hand in line with the muzzle, and the 
forefinger one inch in rear of it. 



1 

1 



Handle Cartridge, 
Draw Ramrods. 
Bam Down Cartridge, 
Return Ramrods, 



} 



As before directed. 



'Bouu 



Prime. 



Shoulder 
Arms. 



r 



At the word ^Bout, bring the firelock 
round in front of the left knee to the prim- 
ing position, by shifting it through the left 
hand. 

As before directed. 

1 St. Spring smartly up on the feet, bringing 

I the heels in line, throw the piece smartly into 

the shoulder, fingers of the right hand under 

the cock, thumb pointing up between stock 

I and barrel. 

2nd. Quit the right hand smartly to the 
Lright side. 

. To 



PLATOON EXERCISE. 



41 



Ai Front 
Rank 

Kneeling, 
Load, 



To load from the Shoulder as Front Rank 
Kneeling. 

1 St. At the word Loadt seize the firelock with 
the right hand immediately under the cock, 
the forefinger touching the back part of it, 
the thumb between the stock and barrel 
pointing up, the firelock kept steady. 

£nd. Quit the butt with the led hand, and 
zrasp the firelock firmly with it, the little 
anger as high as the shoulder. 

3rd. Sink down smartly on the right knee, 
which is to be drawn back about six inches 
from the lef^ heel, the left leg to be perpen- 
dicular : push the butt to the rear, sling 
upwards the muzzle about one inch in rear of 
and four inches higher than the left knee ; the 
right hand to grasp the piece, with the thumb 
in line with the muzzle, and proceed with the 
loading as above directed. 

{Spring up to the standing position, and 
shoulder as before directed. 

Sink down smartly on the right knee, which 
is to be drawn back about six inches dia- 
gonally to the right of the left heel, the left 
leg to be perpendicular, the head and body 
erect ; the firelock to be brought down to 
the priming position, the side nail four inches 
above the hip, then cock the piece and grasp 
the small of the butt, at the same time fix- 
ing the eyes steadfastly on some object in 
.front. 

As before directed. 

r Turn the body to the right and lean to the 
rear, and with the left hand reverse the fire- 
lock, bringing the butt to the front, the slinff 
upwards, the muzzle as far to the rear and 
as high as the right elbow; with the right 
hand seize the muzzle. 

As 



Shoulder 
Arms, 



At Rear Rank 

Kneeling, 

Ready, 



Preunt, 



Load. 
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Handle Cartridge, 
Draw Ramrodg. 
Ram Down Cartridge, 
Return Ramrods, 



} 



As before directed. 



'Bout. 



Prime. 

Shoulder 

Arms. 



At the word 'Botttt give the piece a smart 
I cant with the right hand to the priming posi- 
. tion, the right hand grasping the small of the 
I butt, and the body brought to an erect posi- 
Ltion. 

As before directed. 



To load from the Shoulder as Rear Rank 
Kneeling. 

1st. At the word Load, seize the firelock 
with the right hand immediately under the 
cock, the forefinger touching the back part 
of it, the thumb between the stock and barrel 
pointing up, the firelock kept steady. 

2nd. Quit the butt with the left hand, and 
As Rear Rank grasp the firelock firmly with it, the little 
Kneeling. J finger as high as the shoulder. 
Load. \ QYd. Sink smartly on the right knee, which 
is to be drawn back about six inches diagonally 
to the right of the left heel ; the left leg to be 
perpendicular, the head and body erect, the 
butt of the firelock thrown to the front, the 
muzzle as far to the rear and as high as the 
elbow, the right hand to seize the muzzle, and 
proceed with the loading as before directed. 

N.B. When the word Order Arms is given, seize the 
firelock with the right hand in front of the left, spring up 
to the standing position, the butt to come quietly on the 
ground, with the lefl hand seize the firelock under the top 
swivel, then quit it. 

The recruits, being thoroughly grounded in the fore- 
going instructions, may now be practised in two ranks at 
close order in the different firings as a company in line, 
as a wing of a battalion firing a volley, file firing, &c. 

From 
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From twenty to thirty files may now be formed into 
two ranks at close order, with shouldered arms and fixed 
bayonets. 

The front rank and rear rank, as described 
in the foregoing directions, each man doing 
his motions with the greatest celerity, and as 
correctly as shown in slow time. Afler re- 
turning ramrods the whole remain perfectly 
steady, with the forefinger and thumb grasp- 
ing the head of the ramrod, and, after a 
pause of one pace in slow time, come to the 
priming position, half-cock, and put a cap 
on the nipple, which must always be done 
jifter loading. 



At a Company -> 
Load. 



Company, 



This serves as a caution. 



Readv J ^^ shown before, both ranks keeping the 
^* X feet fast. 

As before directed; after firing make a 

(pause of one pace in the slow time, then go 
on with loading as before directed; at the 
close of the General, or at the word Cease 
Firing f the company, if made ready, receives 
the words Half-cock Arms, 



] 



Praent. 



Half-cock 
Armt, 



Shoulder 
Armt. 



■ Place the thumb of the right hand on the 
front of the cock and the forefinger at the 
same time on the trigger, the cock is then to 
be drawn a little back, and the trigger to be 
drawn so as to disengage the catch, the cock 
to be gently let down till past the catch of 
the half-cock; the cock is then to be drawn 
back to the catch of the half-cock, seize the 
^small of the butt with the right hand. 

In the usual manner, and stand perfectly 
steady. 

But if the company should be in the act 
of loading, it will go on, and come to the 
priming position when done, put on a cap, 
then wait for the word of command of the 
officer to shoulder. 

Firing 
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Firing as a wing, or as a battalion, is per- 
formed precisely as laid down for a com- 
pany. 

When a battalion fires a volley, and it is 
not intended to reload, the caution will be 
given to Jire a volley and shoulder. 

Battalion, This serves as a caution. 

Beady, As before directed. 

FreunU Ditto. 

After firing make a pause of one pace in 
slow time, then come to the shoulder. 

N, B, — A company, wing, or battalion can load or make 
ready from the Order, with the same ease as from the 
Shoulder. 

For instance, at the word Load, slip the thumb behind 
the barrel and proceed with the loading according to 
direction. 

Any movement can take place from Ordered Arms, as 
occasions may require, in the following manner : — Upon 
the first word of the caution, bring the fingers round the 
barrel, and raise the butt above one inch from the ground, 
with the muzzle close against the hollow of the shoulder ; 
and at the word Halt, resume the position of Ordered 
Arms. 

The long Trail, for the ease of the soldier, may be used 
on a line of march, or in marching to and from the place 
of parade, or exercise, or with guards marching to and 
from their posts. 

Trailed arms must never be used in field movements, as 
upon such occasions it will cause loose marching, and loss 
of distance. 

Hoiv performed at the Halt. 

^ Slip the right hand down to the swell of 

the stock, and lower the muzzle to a hori- 

Trail Arm, h ^^"^^ direction ; at the same time the rear 

I rank will fall nimbly back a short pace, so 

that the muzzle of the firelock shall touch 

^the cuff of the front-rank man's jacket. 

Change 
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Cha A J Change from one hand to the other, as 
nge rmt. j ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^y y^^ necessary. 

The short Trail must never he used in any instance, 
except in fixing and unfixing bayonets on the march, as 
such motion tends to cramp the muscles of the arm. 

At the word HaU, arms are to be ordered without the 
word Order Arms, when the rear rank will close to the 
front. 

Independent or File Firing. 

Independent or file firing may commence from the right 
or left of companies, or from any particular part of the line, 
as may be directed, and should be done as follows : 

At the close of the preparative, the first file will begin, 
the caution having previously announced at what part of 
the line the firing is to commence ; when the first file 
comes to the present, the next file makes ready, and so 
on for the first fire, after which each file will fire as soon 
as loaded, the rear-rank man keeping his eye on his front- 
rank man, and preserving his fire until his front-rank man 
has fired, and at the close of the General they will come 
to the shoulder independently, after loading. 

The recruits, having a thorough knowledge of the pre- 
ceding portion of the drill, may now be formed in four 
ranks, and practise to receive cavalry with two ranks 
kneeling, as it is necessary to do so in square four deep. 

The first rank kneel as front rank, the 
second rank kneeling as rear rank, both 
bringing at the same time the butt of the 
firelock in front of the right knee, the lock 
turned uppermost, the right hand lightly 
grasping the small of the butt, holding the 
firelock firm with the left hand at the middle 
of that part between the third loop and the 
swell,, the lower part of the lefl arm resting 
upon the thigh, the muzzle of the firelock 
slanting upwards, so that the point of the 
bayonet will be about the height of a horse's 
Prepare to nose. 
reiitt Cavalry. J The third rank make ready as a rear rank, 
Ready, ) with this difference ; they will carry the right 

foot 
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foot only six inches to the right : the fourth 
rank make ready as rear rank: in this the 
kneeling ranks do not cock, the two standing 
ranks will commence File Firing at the close 
of the Preparative, or at the word Commence 
Firmgf and at the close of the General, or at 
the word Cease Firing, they will come to the 
shoulder from the priming position inde- 
pendently after loading ; the kneeling ranks 
may he fired if necessary, for which the 
commander will give the words, Kneeling 
Ranks, ready, p*sent, and which they do as 
directed in the foregoing instructions; then 
with a quick motion bring the firelock down 
to resist cavalry as before, and remain per- 
fectly steady till the word Load is given. 
Afler loading they will shoulder from the 
^priming position by word of command. 

N.B. When the word Load is given, after firing in a 
square, the kneeling ranks will load as front ranks. 



FIRING 
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When the recruit has attained a perfect knowledge of \ 
the Platoon Exercise, he is to be carefully habituated in t 
TAKING AIM : to this great object too much care and atten- | 
tion cannot be devoted ; it is the means by which the sol- J 
dier is taught to fire with precision, or, in other words, to I 
kill his enemy ; and it cannot be too strongly inculcated, • 
that every man who has no defect in his eyes may be made j 
a good shot at a fixed object. The firelock is placed in i 
the soldier*s hands for the destruction of his enemy ; his l 
own safety depends on his efficient use of it, and no de- { 
gree of perfection he may have attained in the other parts ! 
of his drill can, upon service, remedy any want of profi- 
ciency in this ; indeed all his other instruction in marching » 
and manoeuvring with perfect steadiness and precision can • 
do no more than place him in the best possible situation |; 
for using his weapons with efiPect. The true principles 
upon which correct shooting may be taught are extremely f 
simple ; they are to be found in the natural connexion that • 
exists between the hand and the eye ; the eye is the guide ^ 
and regulator of every action of the hand, which can only : 
act the part of a subordinate agent ; and constant practice ^ 
must therefore be employed to perfect the connexion, and ; 
enable them so to act together, that the hand will readily \ 
raise the firelock in a line with any object that the eye is " 
fixed upon. In training the recruit to the use of his . 
musket, the following instructions are to be carefully at- I 
tended to. * 

The Traversing Rest. 

A traversing rest will be found most useful in teaching 
the recruit individually the principles of taking aim, and 
it will also enable the instructor to ascertain at once 
whether the recruit has any defect in his eye-sight. The 
rest is a scooped piece of wood placed on a stand, which 
receives the firelock, and is made to elevatey depress, or 

traverse 
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traverse at will ; several small bulCs-eyes being painted on 
the barracks, or wall, the recruit at 100 yards is ordered 
to aim at any one of them. Having done so, he leaves the 
firelock on the stand and removes himself, in order that 
the instructor may take his place and look along the sight, 
to point out, and correct, if necessary, any error. The 
recruit, thus taught to level accurately, the stand is set 
aside, and is on no account to be afterwards used as a rest 
for taking aim from. 

Aiming at an Object. 

The recruit is next practised in aiming at an object. 
He is to be taught to fix his eye steadfastly on the bull's- 
eye, or any other object, and, with the left eye shut, to raise 
his firelock gradually and horizontally from the priming 
position, until it is accurately aligned. As often as a squad 
of recruits assembles, this practice will be rigidly per- 
severed in for at least a quarter of a hour previous to 
being dismissed ; and the men will in this way be as well 
instructed in levelling as if they were actually practising 
with ball cartridge ; and instead of only taking aim fifty 
or sixty times a year (when firing ball) they will go 
through the very same motions, and with equal advantage^ 
a thousand times a day. 

Snapping Caps. 

The recruit, having acquired the habit of readily 
aligning his firelock with any object selected by the eye, 
he will next be taught to snap caps without winking, or in 
the slightest degree altering the composure of his coun- 
tenance. The instructor will give the command slowly, 
" Ready, '^ present, and when the recruit has covered his 
object, he will pull the trigger by the steady pressure of the 
finger and without the smallest jerk, continuing to cover the 
object after snapping with the cheek down on the butt, 
until the word Load is given. The slightest motion of the 
arm or wrist in pulling the trigger must be carefully 
avoided, as it would, in firing, completely change the di- 
rection of the ball ; and the more accurate the aim, the 
smaller would, in consequence, be the chance of hitting 

the 
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the object aimed at. The instructor must watch the re- 
cruit minutely in this practice, which must be continued 
until the eye is perfectly indifferent to the report caused 
by the explosion of the cap. 

Blank Cartridge. 

The recruit in loading, is to be instructed to shake 
the powder well out of the cartridge, and to ram the 
paper as wadding home. The instructor will fire each 
recruit singly by word of command, minutely observing 
that he fires with perfect composure of countenance 
and steadiness of body, wrist, and eye ; the cheek 
is not to be removed from the butt, or the least motion 
to be permitted until the word Load is given. When 
several recruits are steady in their firing singly, they 
will be placed first in single rank, that every man may be 
observed, and two or three men fire together by word of 
command, each man bringing up his firelock slowly at the 
word Present, and when he has covered his object^ pulling 
his trigger, without reference to the man upon his right or 
left : afterwards a couple of files will fire two deep, occa- 
sionally changing ranks ; then the files will be increased 
by degrees until the platoon fires together. 

The rear-rank men must be most particularly attended 
to, to observe that they lock well up, and take a steady 
and deliberate .aim at some object in their front. The 
centre part of a man, at 150 yards, is perhaps the best 
general rule to lay down for aim. Riflemen and Light 
Infantry, firing at long distances^ will, of course, receive 
particular instructions, regulated by the different descrip- 
tions of sights in use. The practice with blank cartridge 
must be continued until the recruit becomes perfectly firm 
and motionless at the explosion and recoil, without which 
it would be a mere waste of ammunition to commence 
firing with ball. 

Ball Firing. . 

Firing at a target being one of the most essential parts 
of infantry instruction, it is important that all ranks shall 
be perfectly acquainted with the theory. 

The ball cartridge is scrupulously reserved for the 
i> purpose 
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purpose of proving the recruit's progress or proficiency in 
shooting ; with this view three or four ball cartridges are 
given to him, and he is placed before the target, which, in 
the first instance, should be round and eight feet in dia- 
meter, at the distance of thirty yards or even nearer, so 
that it will be almost impossible for him to miss it. This 
method is intended to produce confidence in the young sol- 
dier, and to show him that his firelock will carry true if 
accurately aligned ; should the recruit prove by his prac- 
tice that he has not acquired the habit of taking aim cor- 
rectly, he must on no account be permitted to go on with 
the useless expenditure of ammunition, but be sent back 
to aiming drills and be continued practising to level until 
he has got over the deficiency ; his whole attention should 
be exclusively directed to this object ; and he will soon 
find it to be for his own interest and advantage to become 
an expert marksman, for no soldier should ever be con- 
sidered as dismissed from drill, or fit to take his place 
in the ranks^ until he has shown himself to be a good 
shot. 

Should the recruit, however, prove that he understands 
the principles of taking aim, the range will be increased by 
degrees to fifty, eighty, one hundred yards at the same 
target ; and when the recruits can individually shoot well 
at these distances, the instructor will fire them by files, in- 
creasing the distance from fifty yards upwards, changing 
ranks occasionally — then by sections — and lastly by- 
platoon. 

The recruit will now practise at a target six feet by two 
as the last of his drill. This target will be divided by black 
lines into three compartments, upper, centre, and lower 
divisions (the centre division having a bull's eye of eight 
inches diameter in its centre, surrounded at two inches 
distance by a circle of an inch broad,) and be placed at a 
range of eighty yards, which distance will be increased as 
improvement takes place to one hundred, one hundred and 
fifty, and two hundred yards ; the instructor taking care 
to point out the necessity of the gradual elevation of the 
musket as the distance beyond its point-blank range is 
increased. 

In the beginning of the practice the recruit is to be 

made 
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made to fire two or three times running, due care being 
taken to correct the faults which may have been remarked 
in the position of the body, or in that of the musket. 

The rank and file of each company to be divided into 
three classes : the first class will comprehend the best 
marksmen ; the second class the next best ; and the third 
class all the rest. 

No man to be returned as sufficiently instructed^ until 
he shall have been admitted into the first class. 

The above division of the target is necessary, in order 
to correct any. soldier's general line of fire, by referring to 
former practice reports where his shots have been inserted ; 
as, for instance, "always fires low," &c. The reports 
must be correctly copied into a book kept by each com- 
pany for the purpose, and signed by the officer who 
superintended the practice according to the following 
form: — 

Report of the Target Practice of Captain ^s Company 

on the day of . 



No. 

1 
1 
1 
2 


Rank and Names. 


Dis. 
150 Yds. 


Dis. 


Dis. 


i 

1 

3 
2 

1 
4 


i 

ii 
& 

2 

3 
4 

1 


1 

i 

5 
5 

6 

J, 


REMARKS. 

rHit at Upper 

Division tired 

Ut 200 yards. 

Outer Circle. 
Bull's Eye. 


Hits. 
Isl Class. 


Hits. 
2d Class. 


Hits. 
3d. Class 


i 

1 

1 


i 


1 

2 
2 


i 

1 
1 


i 

a 
& 

2 

o 

1 

3 


i 

2 
2 


1 


i 


1 


Corp. Jas. Day . 
Do. John Boyle . 
Priv. B. Carter . 
Do. John Cole . 
Total.. 




IOI0I20J 





(Signed) J. D , Captain. 

N. B. This Form will enable any Commanding Officer to 
D 2 judge 
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judge of the proficiency of his Companies, and any 
General of his Battalions, by comparison with others. 



It is roost important that soldiers should be accustomed 
to judge of distances correctly ; that they should know 
how far their firelocks will carry point blank, and also the 
exact degree of elevation that is required in order to hit 
objects at different distances beyond that point-blank 
range. They should, therefore, be trained to a knowledge 
of distances on every kind of ground, and be at all times 
prepared to answer correctly the following simple ques- 
tions : — 

1. What is the point-blank range of your firelock or 
rifle ? 

2, Does it carry to the right or left ? 

3, How many yards distant are you from such an object ? 

4. What is the requisite degree of elevation in order to 
enable you to hit the body of a man at 120, 150, )S00, &c., 
yards ? 



THE 



PART II. 
OF THE COMPANY. 



S. 1 . Formation of the Company. 

The Recruit being thoroughly grounded in all the pre- 
ceding parts of the drill, is now to be instructed in the 
movements of the company, as a more immediate pre- 
paration for his joining the battalion : for this purpose 
from 10 to 20 files are to be assembled, formed, and told 
off, in the following manner, as a company in the bat- 
talion. 

The company falls in at close order, with shouldered 
arms ; the files lightly touching, but without crowding ; 
each man will then occupy a space of about 21 inches. 
The commander of the company takes post on the right 
of the front rank covered by a serjeant in the rear rank. 
The other serjeants will form a third, or supernumerary 
rank, three paces from the rear rank. 

When a company is thus singly formed with its officers, 
the captain is on the right, and the other officers in the 
rear, as also the drummer or pioneer in a third rank, at 
three paces distance. In this formation companies are to 
assemble on their private parades, being sized from flanks 
to centre. 

The company will be told off in sub-divisions, and four 
sections. If four officers are present, the captain, when the 
company is in column of sections, takes the leading section, 
the next in seniority the third section, the third in rank the 
fourth section, and the junior officer the second. The 
covering serjeant will cover the second file from the pivot 
of the leading section. When there are but three officers, 
the covering serjeant will take the second section from the 
head of the column. The company will also be told off by 
threes from the right, numbered 1, 2, 3. 

Should there be a blank file in telling off the company 
in line^ it will invariably be the fourth file from the left. 

When 
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When thus formed, the company will be practised in 
Opening 1 

and > Ranks (Sect. 27 and 28, Part I.) 

Closing of ) 

rto the front, 1 

Dressing < to the rear, >by the right and left ; 

( in an oblique direction, 3 
and be exercised in the several motions of the firelock. 

Close order is the chief and primary order in which the 
battalion and its parts at all times assemble and form. 
Open order is only regarded as an exception from it, and 
occasionally used in situations of parade and show. In 
close order, the rear rank is closed up to within one pace, 
the length of which is to be taken from the heels of one 
rank to the heels of the other rank. In open order, they 
are two paces distant from each other ; when for inspec- 
tion, three paces. 

In order to distinguish the words of command given by 
the instructor of the drill (who represents the commander 
of the battalion) from those given by the commander of the 
company, or its divisions, the commands of the former are 
in CAPITAL letters, those of the latter in Italic. 

S. 2. Marching to the Front. 

r 1. In the drill of the company^ the person 
instructing must always consider it as a com- 
pany in battalion, and regulate all its move- 
ments upon that principle ; he will therefore, 
before he puts it in motion to front or rear, 
indicate which flank is to direct, by giving 
the word by the right, left, or centre, 
MARCH, on which eyes will be directed full 
to the front, and the touch preserved to the 
named flank, or to the centre, as required. 
Should the right be the directing flank, the 
commander of the company himself will fix 
on objects to march upon in a line truly per- 
pendicular to the front of the company ; and 
when the left flank is ordered to direct, he 
and his covering serjeant will shift by the 

rear 



by the right 
(or left) 

MARCH, 

or, 

QUICK MARCH. 
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rear to the left of the front rank, and take 
such objects to march upon. The conductor 
of the company, before the word march is 
given, will remark some distinct object on the 
ground, in his own front, and perpendicular 
to the directing flank : he will then observe 
some nearer and intermediate point in the 
same line, such as a stone, tuft of grass, &c. : 
he will move upon them with accuracy, and 
as he approaches the nearest of those points, 
he must, from time to time, choose fresh ones 
in the original direction, which he will by 
this means preserve, never having fewer than 
^two such points to move upon. 
2. As the MARCH of every body, except in the case of 
inclining, is made on lines perpendicular to its front, each 
individual composing that body must remain perfectly 
square to the given line ; otherwise he will naturally and 
insensibly move in a direction perpendicular to his own 
person, and thereby open out, or close in, according to 
the manner in which he is turned from the true point of 
his march. If the distortion of a single man operates in 
this manner, and all turnings of the head do so distort 
him, it may be easily imagined what that of several will 
occasion, each of whom is marching on a different front, 
and whose lines of direction are crossing each other. 

The company, during its march in line, will occasionally 
be ordered to 



Step out ... 
Mark Time . . 
Step Short . . . 
Open and close rank 
Oblique .... 
Diagonal March . 



vide Sect. 



8. 
10. 

9. 
33. 
%%. 
23.. 



> Part I. 



S. 3. The Side Step. 

The side or closing step must also be frequently prac- 
tised ; it is very necessary and useful on many occasions, 
when halted, and when a very small distance is to be moved 
to either flank. 

When 
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to the right 
(or left) 

CLOSE. 



QUICK 
MARCH. 



When the whole company is to close to a 
flank, if supposed to be a division of a column, 
its commander remains in his place upon the 
flank and closes with his company ; but if the 
company is to be considered as the division 
of a line, and no stated number of paces is 
mentioned, its commander will in that case 
step nimbly forward on the caution to thb 
RIGHT (or left), CLOSE, and place himself 
three paces in front of that flank which is 
supposed the inner one, or that which is 
nearest to the centre of the line, in order that 
he may be prepared to halt his company at 
the proper time, as well as to take a general 
superintendence of its movement. 

At the word quick ma.rch, the men step 
off* together. 

On the word halt being given, the officer 
instantly resumes his place in the line by the 
rear. 



STEP BACK 
MARCH. 



{ 



S. 4. The Back Step. 

The company must be accustomed from 
the halt, at the word step back — march, to 
step back any ordered number of paces. 



FORM FOUR 
DEEP. 



S. 5. To Form Four Deep. 

1. The company will be told off* from the 
right by alternate files right and left; and 
when it is intended to form four deep, pre- 
serving the same front, the word form four 
DEEP will be given, upon which the rear 
rank will step back one pace, and on the 
word MARCH, the left files will double behind 
the right files, by taking one pace to the 
rear with the left feet, and one pace to the 
right with the right feet, which forms four 
deep, leaving the intervals which the left 
^files had quitted. 

2. When 
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DEEP. 
MARCH. 



BIOBT, 

FORM FOUR 

DBBP. 

MARCH. 



LEFT, 

FORM FOUR 

I DEEP. 

MARCH. 



!■ 



2. When four deep is to be formed to the 

(rear. On the same caution the rear rank 
will step back as before, and on the word 
MARCH, the whole go to the right about, and 
the left files will then double as before, in 
the proper rear of the right files. 

, 3. fVhen ground is to be taken to the right 
in the formation of four deep. On the caution 
the rear rank steps back as before, and on 
the word march, the whole face to the right, 
and the left files, at the same instant, form on 
the right of the right files, taking one pace 
to the right with the right feet, and one pace 

^to the front with the left feet. 

4. When ground is to be taken to the left. 

I The rear rank steps back as before, and on 
the word march, the whole face to the left, 
and the left files, at the same instant, form on 
the lefl of the right files, by taking one pace 
to the left with the left feet, and one pace to 

jhe rear with the right feet. 

In all these formations two deep is re-formed from 
each of them by the word Front, upon which the files 
move up to their respective intervals into line, the rear rank 
immediately closing on the front rank : the word Halt 
will precede the word Front if the company has been in 
movement. 

In moving to a fiank, file marching may be adopted, if 
necessary, by the files leading out in their proper order 
upon the word form two deep ; and at the word re-form 
FOUR DEEP, resuming their former places. 

•^ S. 6. File Marching. 

In marching by files, the commander of 
the company will lead on the inward flank 
of the front rank, his covering scrjeanc 
leading the front rank ;. therefore when the 
movement is by the left, on the word to 
THE LEFT FACE^ he will Instantly shift to the 
left flank of the company by the front, and 
D 5 his 
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his covering Serjeant by the rear ; at the 
QUICK MARCH, word QUICK MARCH, the whole step off to- 
gether (vide Sect. 1 8, Part I.) ; and on the 
Halt, Front, word, Halt Front, the leader and his serjeant 
will return to their posts on the right by the 
^rear. 

The company will also be taught to — advance in double 
files from the centre, receiving from the instructor of the 
drill the command by sub-divisions inwards face ; upon 
which the two centre files disengage by the side step, 
bringing the shoulders forward at the word quick march, 
and lead straight to the front, the front and rear-rank men 
in line. - 

The ofScer and his covering serjeant will lead, in their 
relative situations as above prescribed, the left or right 
centre file of the pivot sub-division. 

On the command front form company, the leading files 
mark time and close in, their rear-rank men falling to the 
rear ; the remainder turn their bodies a whole face out- 
wards, and wheel inwards, looking to the outward flank, 
and feeling to the centre. 

As soon as the quarter circle is completed, the word 
Forward is given, if the march is to be continued. 

If the company from double files is to be formed to a 
flank (suppose the right), the instructor gives the caution 
TO THE right, FORM COMPANY, whcn the commandcr of 
the company will give the command, Right Sub-division, 
Halt, Front, The remainder of the company march on in 
file, and form on the left of the halted sub-division in 
succession, halting as they come into line. 

"When the advance in double files from the centre is 
made on the march, the command is Sub-divisions inwards 
turn, Right and Left Wheel, and the movement proceeds as 
above directed. 

S. 7. Wheeling from a Halt. 

In wheeling either forward or backward, 
RIGHT J ^'^°™ * ^^^'' commander of the company, 



vcn. I O 



WHEEL, j ^^ ^^ word RIGHT or left wheel, moves 
QUICK MAvrn. I out and places himself one pace in front of 

the 
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the centre of his company; during the 
wheel, he turns towards his men, and inclines 
towards that flank which has heen named as 
the directing, or pivot one, giving the word 
Halt, Dreu, Halt, Dress, when his wheeling man has just 
completed the required degree of wheel ; he 
then . squares his company, but without 
moving what was the standing flank, and 
takes his post on the directing flank. 

S. 8. Wheeling forward by Sub-divisions 
from Line. 



BY 8UB-DITZ- 

8IONS, RIGHT 

WHEEL. 



1. 



QUICK MARCH. 



Halt, Dress, 



On the caution bt sub-divisions, right 
WHEEL, the commander of the company 
places himself one pace in front of the centre 
of the right sub-division, at the same time 
the men on the right of the front rank of 
^each sub-division face to the right. 

At the word quick march, each sub-divi- 
sion steps off* in quick time, observing the 
directions given in Sect. 19 and 36, Part I. 
The commander of the company turning 
towards the men of the leading sub-division, 
and inclining to its left (the proper pivot 
flank)^ gives the word Haiti Dress, for both 
sub-divisions, as his wheeling man is taking 
the last step that finishes the wheel square ; 
and instantly posts himself on the lefl, the 
pivot flank. The covering serjeant shifting 
by the rear to the proper pivot flank, assumes 
his place in column, one pace in rear of the 
second file from the pivot, the senior subal- 
tern taking post on the pivot flank of the 
second sub-division ; the commander of the 
Vcompany always leading the first. 

2. The company marching to the front may be wheeled 
into open column of sub-divisions on the movable pivot, 
to either flank without halting ; the instructor giving the 
word FORWARD, when the subdivisions have wheeled 
square into column. 

The 
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The proper pivot flank in column is that which, when 
wheeled up to, preserves the divisions of the line in the 
natural order, and to their proper front ; the other is the 
reverse flank. 

In column, divisions cover and dress to the proper pivot 
flank : to the left when the right is in front, and to the 
right when the left is in front. 

S. 9. Wheeling backwards by Sub-divisions 

from Line. 

The company will also hreak into opea 
column of suh-divisions by wheeling back- 
wards. — When the right is intended to be in 
front : at the caution by sub-divisions on 
THE LEFT BACKWARD WHEEL, the commander 
of the company moves out briskly and places 
himself one pace in front of the centre of the 
right sub-division. The man on the left of 
the front rank of each sub-division at the 
same time faces to the right. 

QUICK MARCH. ( On thc word quick march, each sub- 
division wheels backward, as directed in 
Sections 20 and 37, Part I. During the 
wheel, the commander of the company turns 
towards his men, inclining at the same time 
to the left, or pivot flank, and on completing 
Halt, Dress, the wheel gives the word Halt, Dress, to 
both divisions ; he and his covering serjeant 
then place themselves in their proper stations, 
as directed in the last Section. 

S. 10. Marching on an Alignment y in Open 
Column of Sub-divisions. 

The company having wheeled backwards, 
by sub-divisions from line (as directed in the 
foregoing Section), and a distant marked 
object in the prolongation of the two pivot 
flanks being taken, the commander of the 
^company, who is now on the pivot flank of 

the 
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tbe leading sub-division, immediately fixes 
on his intermediate points to march on. 
(Vide S. 2, Part 11.) On the word march, 
given by the instructor of the drill, both di- 
visions step off at the same instant ; the 
leader of the first division marching with the 
utmost steadiness and equality of pace on the 
points he has taken ; and the commander of 
the second division preserving the leader of the 
first in the exact line with the distant object ; 
at the same time he keeps the distance neces- 
sary for forming from the preceding division, 
which distance is to be taken from the front 
rank. — These objects must occupy the whole 
attention of the leaders of the two divisions. 

S. 11. Wheelmg into Line from Open Column 
of Sub-divisions. 

1. The company being in open column of 
sub-divisions, marching on the alignment, re* 
ceives the word halt from the instructor of 
the drill ; both divisions instantly halt, and 
the instructor sees that the leaders of the 
divisions are correct on the line in which they 
have moved ; he then gives the word (sup- 
posing the right of the company to be in 
front) by sub-divisions left wheel into 
LINE ; on which the commander of the com- 
pany goes to the centre of his sub-division, 
the two pivot men face to their left exactly 
square with the alignment, the rear-rank 
men covering off, and a serjeant runs out and 
places himself in a line with them so as to 
mark the precise point at which the right 
flank of the leading sub-division is to halt, 
when it shall have completed its wheel. At 
the word quick march, the whole wheel up 
in quick time; during the wheel the com- 
mander of the company, turning towards his 
men, inclines to the wheeling flank, and gives 

the 
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Halt, Dreu, the word Halt^ Dress, at the moment the 
wheel of tlie division is completed : the com- 
mander of the company, if necessary, cor- 
rects the internal dressing of the company 
on the Serjeant and pivot men : this dress- 
ing must be quickly made, and, when done, 
the commander of the company gives the 

Eyesfrmu words Eyes front, and takes post in line, as 
^directed in Sect 1, Part II. 

2. The company may be wheeled into line on the march 
on the movable pivot, receiving from the instructor the 
command shoulders forward, then forward, or halt, 
DRESS, when the wheel is complete. 

In all wheels of the division of a column that are to be 
made on a halted pivot in order to form line, the flank men 
of the front rank on the hand wheeled to is such pivot. 

All wheelings by sub-divisions, or sections, from line into 
column, or from column into line, are performed on the 
word given by the commander of a battalion, when the 
whole of a battalion is at the same instant so to wheel ; or 
on the word given by the commander of the company, 
when companies singly, or successively, so wheel ; they 
are not to be repeated by the leaders of its divisions. 

When the company is in open column of sub-divi- 
sions, it must be occasionally practised to wheel into line 
upon the reverse flank of the column ; and in showing a 
front line also to that reverse flank by wheeling backwards 
on the regular pivots. On the caution to wheel into line 
by companies, pivot men face and raise their right arms 
from the elbow horizontally. On the word Ej/es front, the 
hand resumes its usual position. 

S. 12. In open Column of Sub-divisions enter- 
ing into a new Direction on a movable Pivot. 

The commander of the leading sub-di- 
vision, when it arrives at the new direction, 
Right will give the word Right (or Left) Shoulders 

f'""*^' /brtpflrrf (vide Sect. 21, Part I.), and when his 
fonoard, gub-division has wheeled square to that di- 
Fonoard. \ rection, he will give the word Forward, The 

leader 
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leader of the second sub-division, when he 
arrives at the ground where the first began 
to change its direction, will give the same 
words, following the exact track, and always 
preserving his distance from the division in 
^.his front. 

1. If the proper pivot flank is to be the wheeling one, 
each commander of a division gives his word Shoulders 
Forward as he successively arrives at such a distance from 
the point on which he has moved, as that, at the comple- 
tion of the wheel, his division may receive the word 
Forward when perpendicular to the new line, but with the 
given point, of course, behind the proper pivot ; and that 
he also in his own person be on the new direction, prepared 
to give his word Forward^ and to proceed. 

2. The sub-divisions must take care that they continue 
their march correctly upon the point where the leading one 
wheeled, and that they do not shift to either flank, which^ 
without much attention, they are apt to do. 

S. 13. Countermarching. 

The company, when it is to countermarch, must always 
be considered as a division of a battalion in column ; the 
instructor of the drill will therefore, previous to his giving 
the caution to countermarch, signify whether the right or 
left is supposed to be in front, that the commander of the 
company, and his covering serjeant, may be placed on the 
pivot flank before such caution is given, as it is an 
invariable rule in the countermarch of the divisions of a 
column by files, that the facings be made from the flank, 
then the pivot one, to the one which is to become such. 

Countermarch hy Files. 

1. On the word right, or left, face, the 
company faces, the commander of it imme- 
diately takes one pace outwards, and faces 
inwards ready to halt his company ; and his 
covering serjeant faces to the right about, 
and covers. At the word quick march, 

the 
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left) face. 
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•* the whole, except the commander and his 
covering serjeant, step off together, and the 
leading file wheeling short round the front 
rank, proceeds, followed hy the company in 
file, till it has reached the covering serjeant, 
who has remained immovable ; when the 
HaUf Front, commander instantly gives the words Salt^ 
Dress, Front, Dress, squares, and closes his com- 

^pany on his serjeant, and then replaces him. 

Countermarch hy Ranks. 

C 2. On the word face, whether the right 
or left is in front, the front rank faces to the 
right, the rear rank to the left ; commanders 
place themselves on the outward flank of their 
Serjeants facing inwards, and the covering 

^Serjeants go to the right about. 

The whole step off together, the two ranks 
severally wheeling in single file, till the pivot 
man of the front rank comes close to the 
covering serjeant; they then receive the word 
Halt, Front, Dress, from the officer, who 
jeplaces the serjeant. 

All countermarches by files necessarily tend to an exten- 
sion of the files ; unity of step is therefore absolutely in- 
dispensable, and the greatest care must be taken that the 
wheel of each file be made close, quick, and at an in- 
creased length of step of the wheeling man, so as not to 
retard or lengthen out the march of the whole. 

Companies, or their divisions, when brought up in file 
to a new line, are not to stand in that position till the men 
cover each other minutely ; but the instant the leading man 
is at his point, they will receive the word Halt, Front, and 
in that situation close in and dress correctly. 

S. 14. Wheeling on the Centre of the Company. 

The company must be accustomed to wheel upon its 
centre half backward, half forward, and to be pliable into 
every shape which circumstances can require of it ; but 
always in order, and by a decided command. 

The 
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The words of Command are, 



COMPAMT, 
ON THE CENTRE 



. \ 

TRE J 



RIOHT 

LEFT 

RIOHT ABOUT , 
LEFT ABOUT . 



> WHEEL. 



Halt, Drets. 



When the wheel is to the right, or right 
about, the right half company wheels back- 
ward, and the lefl forward. In this case the 
right-hand man of the left sub-division is the 
pivot man ; he faces to his right, or right 
about, and the covering Serjeant springs out 
and ah'gns himself with him, but to the flank 
which is to become the pivot. The reverse 
will take place, when the wheel is to be made 
to the left, or to the left about. The left 
hand man of the right sub-division is then 
the pivot man, who will face to his left, or 
left about ; the covering Serjeant aligns him- 
self with him, as in the wheel to the right. 
On the word march, the whole move off 
together in quick time, regulating by the two 
flank men, who, during the wheel, preserve 
themselves in a line with the centre of the 
company ; as soon as the required degree of 
wheel is performed, the commander of the 
company gives the word Halty Dress, and 
instantly squares it from that flank, on which 
he himself is to take post. 



S. 15. Diagonal 31arch. 

The instructor of the drill will have the diagonal march 
frequently practised, in company, and in sub-divisions : 
(vide S. 22 and 23, Part 1.) He will see that the rear 
rank locks well up, and covers exactly; that the exact 
distances are preserved between the flies: and that the 
pivots, or outward files, march in the direct line to which 
they have faced, the others conforming to them. 



S. 16. 
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S. 16. Increasing and Diminishing the Front 
of an Open Column halted. 

Increasing. 
The company standing in open column of 
sub-divisions (suppose the right in front) 
receives from the instructor of the drill a 
caution to form company ; upon which the 
covering Serjeants will run out to mark the 
pivot flank. The commander of the com- 
pany, turning round, instantly orders, Left 
Sub-division, Left Half Face; Quick March; 
and the leading (or pivot) file will march 
straight on the covering Serjeant. When 
the left sub-division has obliqued so as to 
gain the line of the right sub-division, the 
commander gives the word Halt, Front, 
Dress up ; and takes post on the left, the 
^pivot flank of the company. 



FORM COM- 
PANY. 

Uft Suh' 

dxowont 

Left Half 

Face ; 

Qvick March. 



Halt, Front, 
Ihess up. 



Diminishing. 



FORM SUB- 
DIVISIONS. 



Lrft Sub' 

divisum, 

Rightabout 

three-quarters 

Face, Quick 

March. 

Halt, Front, 
Drets. 



On the cautionary command from the in- 
structor of the drill to form sub-divisions, 
the senior subaltern instantly falls back to 
mark the point where the left flank of the 
sub-division is to rest. The commander of 
the company, advancing one step, orders, 
Left Suh' division, Right about three-quarters 
Face, Quick Maj'ch ; and the leading file of 
the left sub-division marches in the diagonal 
direction, until the pivot file reaches the 
officer who has taken up his distance and 
covers ; and who, when it shall reach him, 
gives the words Halt, Front, Dress. 

The commander remains on the lefl flank 

of the right sub-division, and the next officer 

^on that of the left. 

In increasing and diminishing the front of an open column 

halted, upon the usual caution, the rear-rank man of the 

pivot flle of the reverse sub-division falls back and covers 

the third file of his sub-division, in order to leave room for 

the 
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the flank of the other suh-division, resuming his place as 
soon as the flanks are dear. 

It is to be observed as a general rule in diminishing the 
front of a column by the doubling of sub-divisions or sec- 
tions, whether the column be halted or in motion, that the 
sub-division or section on the reverse flank is the one 
behind which the other sub-divisions or sections double. 
Thus, when the right is in front, the doubling will be in 
the rear of the right sub-division ; and vice versd when the 
left is in front. And in increasing the front of a column, 
the rear sub-divisions, or sections, oblique to the hand 
the pivot flank is on ; so that, when the right is in front, 
the obliquing will be to the left, and the reverse when the 
left is in front. 

S. 17. Increasing and Diminishing the Front 
of an Open Column on the March. 

Increasing. 
The company marching at quick time in 
open column of sub-divisions (suppose right 
in front), receives from the instructor of the 
drill the cautionary command, form com- 
pany ; the commander of the company, in- 
stantly turning round, gives the words. Left 
Sub-division^ left half turn, Double, and it 
instantly moves off^ at the Double March; 
and as soon as its inward flank is open, it 
receives the word Front turn, and when in 
line with the reverse sub-division, Quick, 
the commander taking post on the pivot 

^flank, towards which he has been movipg. 
Diminishtng, 

^ When the instructor of the drill gives the 
caution to form sub-divisions, the com- 
mander of the company, advancing one step, 
immediately orders, Left Sub'division, mark 
time; right half turn; and when it has 
doubled properly behind the right one, the 
senior subaltern gives the word^ Front turn, 

^placing himself on its pivot flank. 

The 
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Tbe same directions that apply to increasing or diminish- 
ing by sub-divisions, apply equally by sections. 

If tbe column is moving in slow time, when its front is 
to be increased, the division moving up will do so in quick 
time ; but when the column is marching in quick time, the 
rear sub-division will in that case move up in double time 
as directed. 



BREAK OFF 
3 FILES. 

Threefilet, 
right turn, 
left wheel. 



S. 18. 7^he Company in Open Column of Sub- 
divisions to pass a short Defile^ by breaking 
off Files. 

The company is supposed in open column 
of sub-divisions, with the right in front ; 
when the leading division is arrived within 
a few paces of the defile, it receives from 
the instructor of the drill an order to break 
off a certain number of files (suppose three). 
The commander of the leading division 
instantly gives the words Three Jiles on the 
lefty right turn, left wheel: the named files 
immediately turn to the right, and wheeling 
to the left follow in file in rear of the left 
flank of the sub-division. When the second 
sub-division comes to the spot where the 
first division contracted its front, it will 
receive the same words of command from 
its own leader, and will proceed in like 
manner. 

r Should it be required to diminish the 
front of the column one or two files more, 
the commander of the leading division will, 
as before, order the desired number of files 
to turn : on which those already in the rear 
will incline to the right, so as to cover the 
files now ordered to break off, and which 
turn to the right and wheel to the left in the 

^manner already prescribed. 

In this movement, the files in the rear of the sub-divisions 
must lock well up, so as not to impede the march of the 

succeeding 
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right turn. 



COMPANY. 



69 



succeeding division. The covering serjeant will cover his 
officer until all the files are again brought up. 

As the defile widens (or the instructor of 

the drill shall direct), the commander of the 

leading sub-division will order files to move 

Three files to up to the front, by giving the word, One, 

ihe front, ^^q^ qj, ^^^^g ^[gg iq {j^^ j^q^^i , q^ which the 

named files turn to their front (the left), 
and lengthening their pace, march up, file 
by file, to the front of their sub-division, 
and immediately resume the march. Those 
files which are to continue in the rear will 
oblique to the left, lengthening also their 
step, till they cover, and are closed up to 
^the right flank of their sub-division. 

It is to be observed, that in passing a defile, the rule is 
that the files break off from the pivot flank; but interrup- 
tions may in some cases present themselves, requiring that 
files be broken off from the reverse flank. The same in- 
structions apply in both cases. 



.1 

4 



1 



S. 19. The Company Halted or on the March 
moves to a Flank, in Column of Sections, 
or of Sections of Threes. 



SECTIONS, OR 

THREES, 

RIGHT OR LEFT 

SHOULDERS 

FORWARD — 

if halted, 

QUICK MARCH, 

FORWARD. 

SECTIONS, OR 

THREES, ON 

THE RIGHT OR 

LEFT BACK- 
WARDS WHEEL, 
QUICK MARCH, 

Halt, Dren. 



The company from line will be practised 
in forming sections and sections of threes, 
both when halted and in motion, by the 
command, sections, or threes, right or 

LEFT SHOULDERS FORWARD —QUICK MARCH, 

FORWARD ; and the only exception to this 
rule will be, when pivots are required to be 
accurately dressed, or when the alignment 
of the company is to be preserved : in this 
case the command will be, sections, or 

THREES, ON THE RIGHT OR LEFT BACKWARDS 
WHEEL, QUICK MARCH, i/fl//, DrCSS. 

Id re-forming company, the command 

will 
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RIGHT OR LEFT 
SHOULDERS 

FORWARD 

FORWARD, 

or Halt, Dress. 

RrCHT OR LEFT 
WHEEL INTO 

UNE, 
QUICK MARCH, 

HaU, Dress. 



will be RIGHT OR LEFT SHOULDERS FORWARD 

— FORWARD, if the march is to be conti- 
nued ; otherwise, Halty Dress, 

When pivots are required to be accu- 
rately dressed, or when the alignment is to 
be preserved, the command will be, right 

OR LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE, QUICK MARCH, 

Maltf Dress. 

The word Forward, or Halt, must be given just as the 
outward men of threes are completing their third pace. 

Should the telling off by threes leave either one or two 
files over, they will be placed on the right of the left sec- 
tion of threes, which is always to be complete. If there is 
one file over — on the word, threes, shoulders forward, 
the front-rank man wheels up, and places himself in rear 
of the pivot flank of the section in front of him ; his rear- 
rank man placing himself in the rear of its reverse flank, 
both men locking up ; but if the odd file is a blank one, 
the reverse flank of the preceding section must necessarily 
remain uncovered. If there are two files over, they wheel 
as ordered, and form a section of themselves, covering the 
outward flanks of the section preceding them ; but if one 
of these two files is a blank file, the three men will form 
a single rank, the two front-rank men covering the flanks 
of the preceding section^ and the rear-rank man stepping 
up between them. 

In forming threes from line to the right or to the lefl 
by the shoulders forward, the leading section must fre- 
quently be practised to wheel upon the centre man of the 
three, as they will often be required to do so, in disengag- 
ing to the rear when formed as a division of a line. 

The company at any time may form threes to a flank, 
after the telling off has been deranged, if the men are 
practised to do so rapidly in succession. The first three 
is formed at once ; the fourth man in the front rank then 
sees that he is the pivot for the next three, and turns 
or faces into the new direction ; the seventh file then 
follow, and so on to the reverse flank of the company : 
when on the march, the company may mark time until 

the 
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the threes are formed, when they receive the word for- 
ward. 

In changing the direction of a column of threes^ the 
command will be the same as in file marching, right wheel 
— left wheeL 

Should it be required to form company upon the lead- 
ing three, the commander will order front form company, 
upon which the leading three will mark time, the remain- 
der will make a half turn to the proper hand, and moving 
up to their proper places in line will mark time, until the 
word FORWARD or HALT is given. 

If from sections of threes it be required to form sub- 
divisions or sections, the commander will order right (or 
left) turn, right (or left) wheel, and when in file, 
FRONT form sub-divisions (or sections), upon which the 
leading file of sub-divisions (or sections) will mark time ; 
the remainder turn their bodies a whole face to the proper 
hand, and wheel in sub-divisions or sections to the right 
or left as may be required. During these formations the 
company leader will move by the front to his proper 
station. 

The company marching to a flank in threes will be 
practised to turn to the right and left, and to the right 
about, wheeling forward, afterwards, rear rank in front : 
the company may also be inverted by wheeling the threes 
forward on their reverse flank, as the inversion can at any 
moment be corrected. 

S. 20. Forming Company , Sub-divisions^ Sec- 
tions, or Sections of Threes^ from File 
Marching. 

At this word of command, the leading 
file marks time, the remainder turn their 
bodies a whole face to the left and wheel to 
the right, looking to the outward flank and 
feeling inwards, (that is to say) if right in 
front, turn to the left, and if left in front, 
turn to the right, — the officer, if not already 
in his place, passing along the front to it 
during the wheel. 

As 
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ON THE LEAD- 
ING FILE TO 
THE RIGHT, 
FORM COM- 
PANY. 



ON THE LEAD- 
ING FILE TO 
THE RIGHT 

ABOUT, FORM 
COMPANY. 



I As soon as the quarter circle is complete, 
I the word forward is given, if the march is 
l^to be continued. 

The company marching in file (suppose, from the right) 
has only to halt and front to be formed to the left flank. 
At this word of command, the front-rank 
man of the leading file will turn to the right, 
take one pace to the front, and halt, the 
rear rank moving round and covering ; the 
remainder of the company form on the left 
^of the right file, by files in succession. 

(At this word the leading file wheels to 
the right about, taking one pace to the 
front after wheeling ; the remainder of the 
company march on in file, wheeling round 
the halted file, and forming on its left by 
files in succession, each file, as it comes 
into the line^ taking up its dressing from 
^the standing flank. 

S. 21. To fomi to either Flank, from Open 
Column of Suh'divisions. 

The company marching in open column 
of sub-divisions, to form to its left, receives 
the words, halt, left wheel into line, 
QUICK MARCH, &c., and proceeds as has 
^already been shown in S. 11, Part II. 

To form the company to its right flank, 
the instructor of the drill gives the cau- 
tionary word of command, to the right, 
FORM company ; on which the commanders 
of the several divisions shift to the right 
flank, and the commander of the leading 
sub-division instantly gives the word to his 
division. Left Shoulders Forward, When it 
has wheeled square, he orders. Forward; 
and having gained three paces, he gives the 
word, Halt^ dress, and dresses it on the in- 
tended line of formation. The second sub- 
division 
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Left Shoulders 

forward, 

tialt, Dress, 



SECTIONS 
RIGHT. 



Left, or Right -l division must gradually incline to the left 
oblique, ]yy j|,g oblique step, by word of command 

from its commander, in order to be able to 
march clear of the first, and when it is 
arrived at the left flank of the first, its 
commander, falling to the rear, gives the 
word. Left Shoulders forward, — forward ; 
then Halty dress up : on which the division 
moves up into the line with the one formed ; 
and the commander of the company dresses 
it from the outward flank of the first formed 
^sub-division, and resumes his proper place. 

S. 22. The Company moving to the Fronts 
to gain Ground to a Flank^ hy a March 
in Echellon, hy Sections, 

The company, marching to the front, re- 
ceives the word sections right ; the right- 
hand men of the front rank of each section 
turning in a small degree to their right, 
mark the time two paces, during which the 
sections are wheeling on their pivot men ; 
at the third pace, and at the word forward, 
the whole move on direct to the front that 
each section has now acquired; and the 
company continues its march in echellon. 

On the word form company, the pivot 
men mark the time as before, ti^rning back 
in a small degree to the left, the original 
front, and the sections instantly wheel back- 
ward into line ; on the word forward, the 
whole advance in line. 

To form the Rallying Square. 

1. The instructor of the drill having 
caused the company to disperse to a cer- 
tain distance, will give the word form the 
RALLYING SQUARE, at the Same time placing 
himself facing the supposed enemy ; the 



FORM COMPANY. 
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THB SQUARE 

WILL #OVE TO 

THB FRONT, 

REAR, RIGHT, 

OR LEFT. 

INWARDS FACE. 

QUICK MARCH. 

HALT, 

PREPARE TO 

RESIST 

CAVALRY. 

READY. 



men hasten to the person so posted, fixing 
bayonets and ordering their arms as they 
reach him. The two first who join him form 
on his right and left, facing outwards. The 
three next place themselves in front of those 
posted, and three others to the rear facing 
to the rear, this forming a square of three. 
The instructor will cause the next four men 
to take post at the several angles ; and 
others as they come up will complete the 
different faces between these angles, which 
^will form a square of five. 

2. A square thus composed of twenty-four 
men (besides the person who is to rally) 
and formed two deep, may be augmented 
to a square of seven, three deep, by four 
more men taking posts at the angles, and 
others coming up to complete the faces as 
before ; the square will then consist of 
forty-eight men, and may be augmented in 
the same manner to a square of nine, four 
deep, by the angles being occupied by four 
more men, and the faces filled up as before ; 
and the square will then be composed of 

^eighty men. 

3. When the square is to march, — In 
order to move with the necessary regularity 
previously to putting the square in motion, 
the instructor will cause the faces to be 
dressed ; and after the caution, he will give 
the words inwards face, and it will face in 
the named direction, and step off accord- 
ingly at the word quick march. 

4. To resist Cavalry. — Upon the word 
halt, the square will halt and face out- 
wards, and when it is to prepare to resist 
cavalry ; — upon the word ready, the front 
rank only (if the square is two or three deep) 
will kneel ; if four deep, the two front ranks 

wiU 



COMPANY, 



75 



will kneel. If ordered to fire, the standing 
ranks only will commence an independent 
fire, bringing the firelock gradually up to 
the " Present." 



Reduce the 



{When the square is to be reduced, two 
non-commissioned officers will mark the 
alignment facing the supposed enemy. On 
the word Quick March^ the men open out, 
and fall in, in their proper places. 

In this manner small dispersed parties, firom eight to 
eighty men, may be formed to resist an attack of cavalry 
in an open country, where, from whatever cause, soldiers 
may have separated from the column of march. 

When a company, or other small body in close files, 
requires to form to resist cavalry, it may be wheeled for- 
ward into column of sections, and closed to the front. 
When halted, the two rear sections face to the right about, 
and the two outward files of the second and third sections 
face to their right and left, so as to present a front in all 
directions. The men on the angles also face to their right 
and leA. 



End of Part IL 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

roR 

THE MOVEMENTS OF A BATTALION. 

Commands. 

All words of command must be given short, quick, and 
loud, so as to be heard and understood from right to left 
of a battalion in line ; or from front to rear of a battalion 
in column. The confidence and prompt obedience of the 
soldier can only be in proportion to the firm, decided, and 
proper manner in which every one gives his orders. 

Degrees of March. 

General inten- ^ 1. All military movements are intended 
tion. J to be made with quickness, consistent with 

i order, regularity, and without hurry or 

vfatigue to the troops. 

Slow march, r 2, The slow step is particularly applicable 

< to purposes of parade, and occasionally to 
Vthe march of extended lines. 

Quick march, r 3. The Quick March is the usual pace to 

< be applied to all general movements of bat- 
vtalions, or greater bodies, in column or line. 

Double march, r 4, The Double March is only to be applied 
to the movements of the divisions of a bat- 
talion ; that is, to the interior movements of 
the divisions of a battalion when forming on 
any of its fixed parts. It cannot be applied 
to the movements of greater bodies, without 

exhausting 
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Obliqae 
March. 



Directing 
Serjeants. 



exhausting the men, except upon peculiar 
occasions for a short distance ; as in a charge, 
or where a post or position is to be seized, 
or the wheel of a column to be performed. 
In echellon movements the Double March 
may be safely applied to subdivisions or 
sections, when used in rapid formations from 
line to square^ and from square to line, or for 
quickly throwing back or forward a flank : 
but not to the march of companies or strong 
divisions in echellon changes of front or posi- 
tion. The double march must never be ap- 
plied to file marching except in the forma- 
^tion of square on the two centre subdivisions. 

5. The instruction for the oblique step is 
still necessary, in the drill of the recruit, for 
the obvious purpose of giving him the essen- 
tial habit of moving obliquely without affect- 
ing the square position of his body to the 
front : and this is highly useful to prevent 
crowding, or opening out, and to preserve 
^correctness in line marching. 

Marching in Line. 

1 . The march in line, either to front or 
rear, is the most important and most difficult 
of all movements, and requires every exer- 
tion of commanding officers and every atten- 
tion of officers and men for its true attain- 
ment. The essential points to be observed, 
are, the perpendicular direction of the march 
to the front of the battalion as then stand- 
ing ; — the perfect squareness of shoulders 
and body of each individual; — the light 
touch of the files to the directing point ; — 
and the accurate equality of cadence and 
step given by advanced Serjeants. 

k. Every individual should therefore be 
well prepared for this movement. But to 
ensure its correct execution, three directing 

Serjeants 
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Serjeants must be formed in tbe centre of 
the battalion; upon whose exact cadence, 
step, squareness of body, and precision of 
movement^ dependence can be placed. They 
will be posted as follows : one between the 
colours in the front rank, covered by another 
in the rear rank, and again covered by a 
third in the supernumerary rank. 

3. At all times when the battalion is 
formed in line, and directed to advance, the 
front directing serjeant, of the three who 
lead the line, takes six paces to his front 
and halts ; the two other Serjeants who were 
covering him pass through the interval, and 
move upon each side of him ; an officer 
or Serjeant from the rear replaces the lead- 
ing Serjeant, in the fronk rank, and is again 
covered by the serjeant-major six or eight 
paces in rear of the line. These three 
points being corrected by the adjutant, or a 
mounted officer, a fourth point in prolonga- 
tion is easily obtained. If a distinct and 
visible object should present itself in the 
true line, the mounted officer will order 
the directing serjeant to march upon it. If 
this be not the case, the directing serjeant 
(after being assured by the mounted officer 
that he himself is perfectly and squarely 
placed), will, by casting his eyes down the 
centre of his body, from the junction of his 
heels, take up and prolong a line perpen- 
dicular to himself and to the battalion ; for 
this purpose he will observe and take up 
any accidental small point on the ground 
within 100 or 150 paces. Intermediate 
ones cannot be wanting, and their renewal 
is easy, as he successively approaches them 
in his march. 

4. .These preparatory arrangements being 
made, the mounted officer will give the 

word 
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word '* Steady" as a signal that the line of 
direction is determined. 

5. When the battalion advances, the ser- 
jeant-major will remain steady in the rear 
of the line for 20 or 30 paces, to ascertain, 
under the directions of the mounted officer, 
the squareness and correctness of the line 
of march. If no waving or crowding in 
the line appear, the direction is certainly 
true, and the serjeant-major will then follow 
in the rear, covering as before. 

6. Upon the caution that the battalion is 
to retire, the directing Serjeants will face 
about, and the same arrangements are made 
as directed for the advance. The rear-rank 
men must avoid closing their files more than 
usual, otherwise the front men, who are in 
general larger, will be crowded in their 

^ranks. 

Wheeling. 

' 1. The manner of performing the wheels 
of a division is sufficiently explained in the 
first and second Parts (S. 21, Part I. and 
S. 7., Part II.) It is shown that they are 
made on halted and movable pivots ; and 
it may only be necessary to add an explana- 
tion of the circumstances under which each 
description of wheel is respectively adopted. 

On a halted /- 2. Wheels are made on a halted pivot 
pivot. J fjQjj^ line into column, and from column 

vinto line. 
On a movable /• 3, The principle of the movable pivot 
pivot. (yjde S. 21 , Part I.) must always be applied 

to the wheel of divisions marching in column. 
And in column of route and manoeuvre, 
when at less than full distance, the new di- 
rection should be taken at an angle, so 
obtuse with the former line of march as not 

to 
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to require more than a wheel of one-eighth 
(for half distance), and one -sixteenth (for 
quarter distance) of the circle ; otherwise, 
the arc of the circle to be wheeled would 
so much exceed the distance between divi- 
sions, that crowding must be the conse- 
quence. If the change of direction in such 
columns is to be made at an angle more 
acute than the above proportions, or at a 
right angle with the line of march, it must 
be performed gradually (unless performed 
by battalions at once, vide S. 10, No. 5, 
Part III.)— the word "Forward"* being 
always given when the wheel of the above- 
named extent has been completed; and 
then the wheel to be repeated, if necessary, 
when a few paces more advanced. And if 
the leaders of each division follow, with 
scrupulous attention, the changes of direc- 
tion of the division in their front — giving the 
word "Right (or Left) Shoulders forward'* 
at the same spot, and then "Forward'* at 
the moment when the division is square 
with the one preceding, the distances, and 
the whole regularity of the march, will be 
preserved. It may be observed, however, 
that a column of very small divisions may 
follow and conform to the windings and 
turnings of the head, without repeating the 
word, Shoulders forward^ which should be 
given by the head division upon all occa- 
sions. 



Wheel of di- 
vision may be 
made forward 
or backward. 



4. Wheels of divisions may be made 
either forward or backward. In progres- 
sive movement they are made forward, but 
particular occasions require that they should 
be made backward, on the pivot flank. In 
this manner the line may wheel into open 
column of companies, sub-divisions^ or sec- 
E 6 tions, 
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How per- 
formed. 



tions, and be prolonged when necessary to 
either flank, the pivots being thus preserved. 
The virheel backwards is also advanta- 
geously used in inarching off parades, 
where guards are of different strengths, 
and is often essentially necessary in narrow 
grounds. By this means, although divi- 
sions should be unequal, either in the same 
battalion, or in a line, yet all their pivot 
flanks will, after the wheel, remain truly 
dressed ; of course, the distances will be 
just, the line of marching accurately pre- 
served, and each division, by afterwards 
wheeling up, will exactly occupy the iden- 
tical ground it quitted. The backwards 
wheel, however, need not be practised 
where the ground is uneven, and the divi- 
sions stronger than 15 or 16 files ; where 
this is the case, the command will be form 

OPEN COLUMN RIGHT (or LEFt) IN FRONT ; 

upon which the pivot men face as required, 
and the divisions are faced to the rioht 
ABOUT — RIGHT (or left) WHEEL; and are 
halted and fronted by the leaders of each 
^when the wheel is performed. 

5. If the divisions of a battalion are kept 
equalised (which they ought always to be 
for the purposes of manoeuvre), they may 
wheel in succession upon the reverse as 
well as the pivot flank, without deranging 
the line of covering : but where divisions 
happen to be unequal, and that they are to 
wheel successively on the reverse flank, a 
strong division must wheel at a point short 
of the preceding one, by the space of as 
many files as the strength of the latter is 
exceeded, and a weak division must over- 
pass the wheeling point of its preceding 
stronger one, by the space of as many files 
as it is deficient. 

6. 
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Necessaiy 
recollections. 



6. It appears that the number of paces of 
30 inches, comprised in the front of any 
division or body, is nearly 3-4ths of the 
number of files of which it is composed : 
and that the number of files beuig once 
ascertained in each division, the officer com- 
manding it must on all occasions recollect 
the number of paces that are equal to his 
front. 
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The Alignment. 

C 1. To march in an alignment is to make 
) troops march in any straight line which 
J joins two given points — or to form upon 
( any such given line. 



Covering Ser- 
jeants. 



Points to be al- 
ways kept clear. 



Points of Formation. 

r 1. A Serjeant will be placed upon all OC" 
I casions of formation of iines^ in front of 
each flank file of the company named as 
the base, facing to the right if the formation 
is on the right company, to the led if on 
the left company, and inwards if on any 
other company : and a covering serjeant 
will run out from each company as it arrives 
within twenty paces of the point of forma- 
tion, and will cover at the distance of the 
division in the line established by the Ser- 
jeants in front of the base, who will remain 
steady until the third company from them 
receives the words Eyes front, when they 
will pass to the rear. The covering Ser- 
jeant of the next company will also remain 
steady until the third company from him 
receives the words Eyes front, and so on 
until the line is formed. In this manner 
each covering serjeant will have two points 
to cover upon ; and each division will 
always have two points upon which it will 
be brought parallel to the general line, and 
independent of the divisions already formed; 
and if the points are well taken up, and the 
divisions properly conducted, little dressing 
will be necessary. 

2, It is most essential that these Serjeants, 
who are so many intermediate points, con- 
necting the flank of appui with the outer 
flank point of the battalion, should be 
always kept clear for the view of division 

officers 
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Base points. 



Covering Ser- 
jeants in 
change of po- 
sition by the 
Open Column. 



officers. Divisions must therefore " dress 
up " to them upon all occasions. (Vide Z)c- 
ployments and EchelUm Movements^ S. 36, 
.40, and 41, Part III.) 

3. Whenever a company is named as the 
base of a formation, twoserjeants belonging 
to it will immediately spring out and give 
the base for the covering points. When 
formations are made upon the centre, the 
intermediate points of each wing will cover 
the central base ; and upon change of front 
on the colours, one of the supernumerary 
Serjeants of the centre will place himself in 
the new front before the colours, and the 
covering Serjeants of the two centre com- 
panies will change places and cover him, 
the coverers of each wing aligning on them 

^as before. 

4. When a line changes its front in any 
direction, by means of the open column, a 
covering serjeant from each division will 
always run out twenty paces before the di- 
vision reaches the new alignment, to mark 
its distance ; and he will cover, at the proper 
pivot flank, upon the point of formation. 

5. When formations to line or changes of 
position are made by sub-divisions or sec- 
tions, the covering Serjeants of companies 

^are sufficient to take up points. 

Dressing. 

The officer or non-commissioned officer, 
in dressing, is placed on that flank of his 
division to which the men's eyes are turned ; 
and from the second file from the flank 
of the company towards which his wheeling 
flank moves from column, or his inward 
flank from echellon, he makes his correc- 
tions on his intermediate point, and the 

battalion 
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Formation of 
Open Column 
from Line. 



I battalion point, which is previously marked 
I by the adjutant, or some other person placed 
Vin the true general line. 

Open Column. 

1. When a column is to be formed from 
line, it may be done by the wheel of divi- 
sions, either backward or forward. Upon 
the caution, the leaders of divisions place 
themselves close before the centre of their 
companies, facing to the front ; the pivots 
face, and a supernumerary serjeant of the 
right or left company (according to which 
flank is to be in front) runs out, and places 
himself at the point where the wheeling 
flank of that company is to rest at the com- 
pletion of the wheel ; the covering Serjeants 
of the whole fall back one pace ; and the 
supernumerary rank closes up within one 
pace of the rear rank. When the wheel is 
performed, the covering serjeant covers the 
second file from the pivot flank. 

2. When divisions march by threes, in 
order to take up a new alignment in open 
column, either to the front or rear, the ser- 
jeant of each, successively, as it arrives at 
twenty paces from that line, runs out^ takes 
his distance, covering in the alignment, and 
remains as a point on which his officer will 
conduct his division and aflerwards occupy. 
When such change of front is made from 
line to the front, each covering serjeant, in 
taking distance for his own company, be- 
comes the point upon which the division 
next in front must be directed, and he re- 
sumes his station (by the reverse flank) in 
rear of his own company as soon as his place 
is taken by the officer. In changes to the 
rear, the Serjeants in like manner take dis- 
tance for their own company, which in this 
case will also form upon them. 

S. In 
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CoTering of ^ 8. In column, divisions cover and dress 

pivots. I iQ tije proper pivot flank ; to the left when 

I the right is in front ; and to the right when 

J the left is in front. The proper pivot flank 

i in column is that which, when wheeled up 
I to, preserves the divisions of the line in their 
I natural order, and to their proper front ; 
Ithe other is called the reverse flank. 
Posting of Ser- ^ 4. The covering Serjeant accompanies and 
jeants. J assists the leader of a company in all his 

I movements, and preserves his place when- 
vever the oflScer's duty requires him to quit it. 
5. When the column marches, if the officer 
is in front of the company, the serjeant is on 
the pivot of the front rank, and is answerable 
for the division distance. If the officer re- 
mains on the pivot flank, the serjeant then 
falls back behind the rear rank, and covers 
jhe second file from the pivot. 
Columnofsub- ^ 6. When the battalion is in column of sub- 
" J divisions, if there is no second officer, the 

I covering serjeant takes the flank of the 

vsecond sub-division. 

^ 7. In column of sections the covering 
serjeant takes the flank of the second sec- 
tion, if there is not a third subaltern to 
command it. If there is a third subaltern, 
giving an officer to every section, then the 
covering serjeant will cover the second file 
from the pivot flank of the leading section. 
In the march by threes, the officer com- 
manding the division is placed on the inner 
flank of the leading section of threes. The 
covering serjeant leads the centre file. In 
file marching the covering serjeant leads the 

Jront rank. 

8. When divisions countermarch in co- 

I lumn, the position of the covering serjeant 
is the same as that laid down in the counter- 
march of a single company. — (S. 1 S, Part 

III.) 9. The 



divisions. 



Colamn of sec- 
tions and 
threes, and 
files. 



In counter- 
marches. 



OF THE BATTALION. 



89 



Fonnation of 
line from open 
column. 



Colamn of 
march. 



J 9. The same observation applies to the 
I countermarch by ranks. — (S. 13, Part II.) 

10. On the caution, officers move to the 
centre of their companies^ one pace from 
the front rank; their covering Serjeants 
place themselves on the right of each, if the 
wheel is to be to the left, or behind the 
pivot file, if the wheel is to be to the right, 
and a Serjeant of the leading company of 
the battalion runs up and places himself in 
the new alignment, to mark where the 
wheeling flank of that company is to rest. 
Pivot men of the front rank face square into 
the new direction, and the rear rank locks 
up to the front rank. The whole wheel up 
and halt. Officers dress the interior of their 
companies, and then replace their Serjeants, 

^who are now in the front rank. 

1 1 . The rear divisions of a column, either 
of march or manceuvre, will constantly fol- 
low every turning which the head may make; 
each successively changing its direction at 
the same point with the leading division ; 
and although in route marching the files of 
a division may be permitted to loosen, and 
move with freedom, yet the pivot files must 
carefully preserve their place and distance, 
at all times, under the constant superin- 
tendence of an officer of each division. In 
long marches, officers and pivot files may 
be frequently relieved in these essential at- 
tentions. Preparatory to any relaxation in 
route marching, the words March at ease 
should be given, when the soldiers may be 
allowed to open their files, carry their arms 
as they please, and converse. The officers 
may march likewise at ease, and with the 
exception of the officer charged with the 
superintendence of the pivot files, they will 
be found most useful in the rear of their 

companies. 
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companies. At the word Attention, files 
are closed, the step taken up, silence pre- 
served, and arms sloped. In this restored 
order all alterations of front, formations, &c., 
^should be executed. 
Music, Drum- ( 12. In passing in Review Order, the 
mere, &c. j drummers are, with the music, in front ; 

J in Field Movements the drummers and 
I music are in the rear, when the battalion is 
I in line, and on the reverse flank when in 
V^column. 

Close Column. 

1. When close columns are formed, the 
companies, or divisions, are one pace dis- 
tant, measuring from the heels of the rear 
rank to the heels of the front rank. On 
the caution being given, the covering Ser- 
jeant of the named company places himself 
in front or rear of the officer, who will 
shift, if necessary, to the flank which is to 
become the pivot one of the columns. The 
covering Serjeants of the remaining com- 
panies, when within 20 paces of the proper 
pivot point, will step out to take up the 
distance, and the covering in column. The 
covering serjeant will remain steady until 
he is replaced by his officer, when he will 
cover his officer in the rear rank. All 
supernumeraries take post on the reverse 
flank of the column, and in deployment 
will halt with their respective companies. 
If a close column is formed from any more 
open columns, the covering Serjeants will 
not run out, but remain during the march 
in rear of their respective companies, and, 

^when halted, cover their officers. 

2. The column at quarter distance par- 



Column at 
quarter dis- 
tance. 



r 

I takes of all the properties, and is capable 
"{ of all the formations and deployments, ap- 
plied 
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Wheel in close 
column. 



Rear divisions 
half- face to the 
reverse flank. 



Special atten- 
tions to the 
wheel of a bat- 
talion at quar- 
ter distance. 



plied to close column, but the covering Ser- 
jeants and supernumerary rank are posted 
as laid down tor open column. 

' 3. Upon the caution for the company to 
wheel, the covering seijeant of the front 
company will move out to mark where the 
outer flank of the column will rest when 
the wheel is complete; and, in order to 
perform the wheel without crowding at the 
inner flank, the flank file, whether officer 
or man, must be the pivot upon which the 
wheel is made, and thus the whole column 
wheels as a division, under the direction of 
the commanding officer. 

f 4f. In order, also, to avoid crowding in the 
wheel of a close column, it is necessary that, 
upon the wheel being ordered, all the rear 
divisions make a half face to the reverse 
flank, each file, on the word Quick or Double 
March and during the wheel, circling round 
and covering the relative files of the divisions 
in front ; the officers and covering Serjeants 
will circle in the same way round the officers 
in their front, and confine their attention to 

^the covering. 

5. In the same manner the rear divisions 
will make a half-face to the reverse flank 
when the wheel is made at quarter distance : 
but in order to preserve the quarter distance 
accurately, the leading division will advance 
six paces on the word Quick or Double March^ 
and will wheel at a shortened pace round 
the pivot man (who instantly faces in the 
new direction), while each succeeding divi- 
sion will advance in circling round to quarter 
distance, which will leave room for the divi- 
sions of the rear wing to circle into their 
relative positions at that distance. Thus, 
in all such wheels at quarter distance, the 
battalion must gain six paces to its front. 

In 
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From close and 
quarter dig* 
tance columns 
on a central 
company. 



In wheeling on the movahle pivot, the rear 
divisions make a half turn towards the 
shoulder brought forward, and the front 
division wheels and advances at a short- 
ened pace in the new direction, the rear 
^divisions circling round. 

Deployments. 

If from close column, the covering and a 
supernumerary serjean t from the named com- 
pany move in front of the flank files of the 
leading division and face inwards, thus giv- 
ing the base for the new line. 

If from quarter distance column, by sec- 
tions of threes, the covering and supernu- 
merary Serjeants act as laid down for the 
close column, but take up the points three 
^paces in front of the leading division. 



Echellon. 



Direct echel- 
lon. 



f l.Thedi 
< of a battali 
vflank, at eq 



Ion 



The direct echellon is where the divisions 
battalion march off successively from a 
equal distances from one another. 
Oblique echel- r 2, The oblique or wheeled echellon is 
J where the divisions of a battalion are pre- 
I viously wheeled into an oblique direction, 
uor the purpose of gaining ground to a flank. 
3. Whenever the divisions of a battalion 
are cautioned to wheel forward or backward 
any named number of paces in echellon 
position, the covering Serjeants post them- 
selves before or behind the centre of the 
eighth file from the standing flank, and take 
the ordered number of paces on the cir- 
cumference of the circle. When the divi- 
sions have been respectively wheeled, and 
receive the word Eyes front, these seneants 
place themselves on the outward flanks. 
Great accuracy is required from Serjeants 

in 
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in taking these paces, as upon them depends 
the correctness of the echellon, 

4. When divisions, wheeled into echellon, 
form line upon a division already formed in 
their front, the covering Serjeants will run 
out to take up the distance and covering in 
the intended line, when the divisions in 
march shall respectively approach to twenty 
paces from the division already placed, 
covering from the point on which the for- 
^mation is made. 

Firings. 

1. When the battalion fires by divisions, 
the Serjeants take the places of the officers, 
who have moved to the rear. 



FORMATION 
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FORMATION OF THE BATTALION. 



Fonnation of 
the battalion. 



companies in 
battalion. 



Divisions. 



Companies 
equalized. 



Formation of 
the battalion at 
close order. 



^ When the companies join, and the bat- 
talion is formed, there is to be no interval be- 
tween any of them, grenadier, light company, 
or other ; but every part of the front of the 
battalion should be equally strong. 

Each company which makes a part of the 

same line, and is to act in it, must be formed 

^and arranged in the same manner. 

Position of the ( The companies will draw up as follows 

from right to lefl, viz. — ^grenadiers on the 

right, light company on the left, the other 

companies 1, 2, and 3, &c.^ from right to 

Ueft. 

The battalion will be told off as follows, 
viz., into right and lefl wings. By com- 
panies divided into right and left sub-divi- 
sions, into four sections numbered 1, 2^ 3, 
^^ and into sections, of threes. 

The companies may be equalized in point 
of numbers when the battalion is formed 
for field movement ; but it is also desirable 
that they should be accustomed to exercise 
in companies of unequal strength, as must 
often be the case on service. 

r Ranks are at the distance of one pace. 

All the field officers and the adjutant are 
mounted. 

The commanding officer is the only officer 
advanced in front, for the general purpose 
of exercise when the battalion is single ; 
but in the march in line, and in the firings, 
he is in the rear of the colours. 

The lieutenant-colonel is behind the 
colours twelve paces from the supernume- 
rary rank. 

The first major is six paces in the rear of 
the second battalion company from the right 

flank; 
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flank ; the second major at the same dis- 
tance in the rear of the second battalion 
company from the left flank ; the adjutant 
at the same distance in the rear of the 
colours. 

One officer is on the right of the front 
rank of each company, and one on the left 
of the battalion ; all these are covered in 
the rear rank by their respective Serjeants ; 
and the remaining officers and Serjeants are 
in a third rank behind their companies. 

The colours are placed between the two 
centre companies, both in the front rank, 
and each covered by a non-commissioned 
officer, or steady man in the rear rank. 
One Serjeant is in the front rank betwixt 
the colours ; he is covered by a second 
Serjeant in the rear rank, and by a third in 
the supernumerary rank. The sole busi- 
ness of these three Serjeants is, when the 
battalion moves in line, to advance and 
direct the march as hereafter mentioned. 
The place of the first of those Serjeants, 
when they do move out, is preserved by a 
named officer or serjeant, who moves up 
from the supernumerary rank for that pur- 
.pose. 

Use of the f The supernumerary rank is at three paces 
third or super- distance when in line : when in column, it 
numeraryrank. j^ ^^ ^^^ distance of one pace. The essential 
use of the supernumerary rank is, to keep 
the others closed up to the front during the 
attack, and to prevent any break beginning 
in the rear : on this important service, too 
many officers and non-commissioned officers 
cannot be employed. 

The pioneers are assembled behind the 
centre of the grenadier company, formed 
two deep, and nine paces from the super- 
" numerary rank. 

The 



96 



PART III. 



The drummers, fifers, and buglers of the 
battalion are assembled in two divisions, nine 
paces behind the supernumerary rank of the 
first and last battalion companies. 

The musicians are nine paces from the 
supernumerary rank, in rear of the centre 
of the battalion, formed two deep and at 
loose files, only occupying no more space 
than is necessary. 

The staff, consisting of the paymaster, 
surgeon, assistant-surgeon, and quarter- 
^master, are three paces behind the music. 

Officers. , In general, officers remain posted with 

J their proper companies ; but commanding 

I officers will occasionally make such changes 

vas they may find necessary. 

Replacing Ser-y Whenever the officers move out of the 

jeants. I front rank, in parade, marching in column, 

I wheeling into line, or otherwise, their places 

< are taken by their serjeant coverers, or 

I senior subalterns, as may be ordered, and 

I preserved until the officers again resume 

Uhem. 

When the Battalion takes Open Order. 

At the word Order, officers recover 
swords, and move at once close in front of 
the files opposite which they are to stand, — 
that is, the captain in front of the second 
file from the right of the company, the 
senior subaltern in front of the second file 
from the left, and the third subaltern in 
front of the centre file — if there is a fourth 
officer the distance between the flanks will 
be divided. The serjeant coverers take a 
pace to the left to allow the officers to pass, 
and then move up to the front rank to m-e- 
serve the intervals left by the officers. The 
flank men on the right of the rear rank of 
each company step briskly back one pace 

to 



Bear Rank 

take Open 

Order. 
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March, 



March. to mark the ground upon which the rank is 

to halt ; they face to the right, and cover as 
pivots, corrected by the serjeant-fmajor on 
cthe right. 

^ At this word, the rear rank steps back 
one pace, dressing by the right ; the officers 
of companies march three paces direct to 
the front, glance their eyes to the right, cor- 
rect their dressing, and port their swords at 
the word Steady from the major, who dresses 
them. The officers with the colours march 
forward three lengthened paces, and dress- 
ing the line of officers. 

The music, drummers, and pioneers re- 
main as posted at close order* The first 
major places himself on the right of the line 
of officers : the second major on their left : 
the adjutant on the left of the front rank. 
The staff, viz., the paymaster, surgeon, 
assistant- surgeon, and quarter-master, place 
themselves on the right of the front rank of 
the grenadiers, at one pace distance. The 
colonel and lieutenant-colonel advance ten 
and six paces before the colours. 

The whole then arrive at their several posts, and the 
battalion remains formed in this parade order, to receive a 
superior officer. When the battalion is reviewed singly, 
the division of drummers will be moved up and formed 
two deep on each flank of the line ; the pioneers will be 
formed two deep on the right of the drummers of the 
right, and the staff will form on the right of the whole. 

When the Battalion resumes Close Order. 



Rear Rank, 

take Clou 

Order. 



The officers recover swords, and with the 
colours and staff, face to the right. 

The drummers and pioneers (if on the 
flanks) face to the centre. 

The Serjeants (if in the front rank) face 
to the right. 

F The 
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March, 



Colours. 



r The covering Serjeants take three side 
steps to the right, and one full pace to the 
rear to allow the officers to pass. 

The rear rank closes within one pace. 

The Serjeants^ drummers, pioneers, &c., 
&c., resume their places, each as in the ori- 
ginal formation of the battalion in close 
order. 

The officers move through and into their 
respective intervals, and each individual ar- 
rives and places himself properly at his post 
^in close order. 

When the battalion wheels b^ companies 
or sub- divisions to either flank mto column, 
both colours and the directing Serjeants 
always wheel to the proper front, and place 
themselves behind the third, fourth, and 
^flfth file from the new pivot. 



End of Part III. 
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PART IV. 
LIGHT INFANTRY. 



Signals and Sounds for regulating Movements. 

1. Signals and sounds are necessary in va- 
rious situations ; they are intended as substi- 
tutes for the yoice ; but as they are liable to be 
misunderstood, they should never be resorted 
to, excepting when the voice cannot reach ; or 
for the purposes of drill and instruction. 
To be as few and g. For this reason, and as the same sound 
"biel"^ " " ^***" upon a different key, or in different time, is 
apt to occasion mistakes, they ought to be as 
few and as simple as possible. 
No movement to 3. No movement should ever be executed 

ihe'iMt^so^nd"!)" ^^^^^ '^® ^"g^® ^^""*^ ^^ perfectly finished ; and 
the bogle. in the combinations of the sounds with the 

'' Fire^^ that sound should always be the Uist^ 
otherwise the company might immediately 
commence a fire upon the spot; and if the 
march or retreat were to follow, it would not 
be heard. 

4. The following sounds appear sufficient 
for every situation in which light infantry can 
be employed : — 

C as established and 
The Officers' Call, J therefore not num- 
V bered. 

I. To Extend — from that part of the line 
where the bugle sounds, except preceded by 
the distinguishing G. 

II. To Close— to the spot from whence it 
proceeds, and for skirmishers to run in upon 

F % the 
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the supports, except preceded by the distin- 
guishing G. 

III. To Advance — in order of the present 
formation. 

IV. To Halt — in the same order ; except 
in retiring by alternate ranks, in which case they 
form up to the front. The halt annuls aU pre- 
vious sounds except to Jire, 

V. To Fire. — If when halted, they "fire upon 
the spot, skirmishers selecting their objects. If 
on the march, whether advancing in a general 
line or retiring by alternate ranks, the men of a 
file fire alternately, one being always loaded. 

VI. Cease Firing. — Every man to cease 
firing and load. 

VII. To Retreat. — When not firing, to re- 
tire immediately in quick time. The line, re- 
serves, and skirmishers, facing to the right 
about, if no other order or rate is specified. 

VIII. Assembly. — This sound may be used 
on many occasions, viz., to turn out a corps, 
or company, at any time by day or night ; to 
repair to a place of rendezvous previously 
appointed, when extended as skirmishers, and 
surprised by cavalry in open ground. For 
skirmishers^ with their supports and reserves, 
to run in upon the battalion. 

IX. Incline to the Right. — If on the 
march, Left shoulders forward. If halted, the 
skirmishers will take ground to the right in file. 

X. Incline to the Left. — Right shoulders 
forward or Left face, according as the skir- 
mishers may be in motion or halted. 

XI. The Alarm. 

5. The following signals, being repetitions 
or combinations of the preceding sounds, are 
not numbered. 

The Advance and Retreat. — Sounded 
when inclining to a flank, indicate that suf- 
ficient space has been gained to a flank, and 
that the original direction is to be resumed. 

When 
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When a line of skirmishers, or an advanced or 
rear guard, is required to occupy more space 
to the right and left, the hugle will sound from 
the centre extend, upon which they will open 
out to one half more than their original extension. 
Biiiinction be- ^' ^^ when the hattalion or company is de- 
twecn the as- tached, the skirmishers have to close, they 
doee/ " * * always run in upon the supports in the Jirst 
place, and the assembly will afterwards be the 
signal for the whole to close in upon the bat- 
talion ; but if the assembly sounds first, with- 
out any close, it is a signal for the whole to 
make the best of their way to the rear of the 
battalion ; in which case they must move as 
rapidly as they can, as this implies the neces- 
sity of greater expedition : the supports fall 
back in steady double time. If skirmishers are 
pursued when the assembly is sounded, they 
should be taught to keep wide of the battalion. 
7. The Advance — Retreat — Halt — Fire 
— Cease Firino, are the only sounds which 
should be repeated by all the buglers on every 
occasion. 
How the nee of 3. The use of the bugle may be considerably 
be^ocreaaed!^ increased by adopting the use of three simple 
G% as distinguishing sounds. 

One G to denote the right of the line. 
Two G's, the centre. 
Three G's, the left. 

This preceding any sound, denotes the part 
of the line to which it applies. For instance, 
two G's before the extend, signifies to extend 
from the centre. One G, followed by the close, 
signifies to close to the right. When no G is 
prefixed to the extend, it will mean from that 
part of the line where the bugle sounds. 

9. There should be a pause of three seconds 
between all orders by sounds. 

10. Signals by bugle sounds do not apply to 
bodies of troops in reserve. 

mwu *' "*'*' ^ ^ • W^®^ ^o particular time is specified, light 

infantry 
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infantry movenients, in close order, will usually 
be in quick time, formations from file or on 
the march excepted. Formations from extended 
order, and extensions on the march, are in 
double time subject always to the discretion of 
the commanding officer, who will never apply 
it so as to harass or exhaust the men unneces- 
sarily. There are, however, occasions of con- 
stant occurrence upon service where no other 
time will suit, — such, for example, as to seize 
an advantageous point ; and in formations on 
the march, when it is desirable that the leading 
company (or section) of a column should con- 
tinue to advance while the line is rapidly formed 
upon it, by those in the rear bringing shoulders 
forward, and moving up in double time, each 
company following and conforming to the 
movement of the one in front of it, without 
waiting for any word of command. 

Detail of Formation. 

1. When soldiers are drilled by word of command, they 
move at the last word, which should be given short : — 
Paces — From the Right — Extend. 
Paces — From the Centre — Extend, &c. 
To THE Right — Close, &c. 
Advance — Halt — Fire — Retire, &c. 

Light companies should often be practised in judging 
their own distance of files ; the points on which the. flanks 
are to rest being previously notified. 

To extend As soon as the order is given (either by. 
from the halt, ^ord of command, or by bugle), the officers 
drop to the rear : the captain places himself in 
rear of the centre; the first lieutenant is in 
rear of the right, the second in rear of the lefl; 
the third subaltern remains with the captain, 
ready to receive his orders. The Serjeants 
fall likewise to the rear. At the last sound of 
the bugle, the named file stands fast : the re- 
mainder 
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mainder trail arms, face, and extend in quick 
time, unless ordered to move at the double 
march. 

2, The front-rank men of files move straight 
before them, covering correctly on the march ; 
their respective rear-rank men cast their eye 
over the inward shoulder, and tap their front- 
rank men, at the distance of two, four, six, or 
any other given number of paces, as a signal 
for them to halt, front, and order arms. 

Dittanee of files. 3. The paces are indicated by the previous 
caution of the commanding officer ; but if no 
number is specified, six paces is the regulated 
distance between the files. If the left-hand 
file, who leads on this occasion, be a steady 
man, and has moved correctly on his front, 
the line will require little dressing ; too much 
attention to which, in extended order, is to be 
carefully avoided. If the distance between 
the files be not correct, it must not be altered 
by closing or opening out : this can only be 
done upon the march. 

To fire in ex- 4. So soon as the '' Fire*' has sounded, the 

tended order on front-rank men fire and commence loading, 
the spot, and the rear-rank men (when it is their turn 
to fire) take a step of ten inches to the right 
with the right foot, and as soon as they have 
fired, they will again cover their front-rank 
men and ]oad. 

To ceate firing. 5. In this manner the fire is continued, 
until the bugle sounds the <* Cease.** Af^er 
this sound, not a shot must be heard; the 
unloaded men re-load as rapidly as pos- 
sible, and the whole then remain steady, and 
ready to move. 

To fire kneeling 6. This caution is repeated by the officers ; 
Am tlu spot, and where there is any deficiency of them, by 
the Serjeants, along the line. The bugle 
sounds the " Fire" and the whole drop in- 
stantly on the knee. The right knee is on 
the ground, and the right leg to the rear. 

The 
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Tojire lying. 



The line wiU 
advance. 

The line will 
retire. 



Tojire ad" 
vancing. 



The rear-rank man, in coming down, disen- 
gages to the right, so as to be able to fire clear 
of his front-rank man. The firing proceeds 
as before, with this difference, that the rear- 
rank men retain their place, and continue dis- 
engaged, to avoid the awkward movement of 
covering and uncovering upon their knees. 

7. The caution to Lie down is given as 
above, and at the " Fire" the whole drop on 
both knees (the rear-rank men disengaging), 
and throw themselves on their bellies : — the 
firing proceeds as before ; the men load on 
their knees, or they may load lying, though 
the latter is an objectionable position, and 
very liable to accident. Riflemen may fire on 
their backs in favourable situations ; in this 
position, the feet are crossed, the right foot 
passing through the sling of the rifle, and the 
piece supported by it ; but this position is not 
suited to the musket of light infantry com- 
panies of the line ; it furnishes a steady aim 
with a rifle. If, in a very exposed situation, 
the soldier attempts to load lying, he will, 
after priming, roll over on his back, and, 
placing the butt between his legs, the lock 
upwards, and the muzzle a little elevated, 
draw his ramrod, and go on with his loading 
without exposure, rolling over on his breast 
again when ready to fire. 

8. At the last sound of the bugle to " Ad- 
vance,*' the whole step ofFin quick time, keep- 
ing their distances from the centre. 

9. At the last sound of the bugle the whole 
go to the left about and retire together, rear 
rank leading. 

10. At this signal the front-rank man of 
each file fires, and instantly drops to the rear, 
by the left of his comrade, and loads upon 
the march ; and as soon as he is loaded, he 
will give the word " Heady" in an under tone 
of voice, and the other man fires and proceeds 
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in the same manner, taking care that both 
men are never unloaded at the same time. 
The men must cover their file leaders, who 
without withdrawing their attention from the 
objects in their front, can with a glance of 
the eye avoid losing distance, or getting before 
or behind the file next to them towards their 
centre. 

Note, — When any difBculty is experienced in loading 
on the march (with riflemen for example), the men, after 
firing, may drop to the rear, and halt to load, running up 
to their file-leaders (who continue moving on), when 
loaded, and giving the word '• Ready" as before — so on 
alternately. In parade practice, however, on open ground, 
it is desirable that the men should always go through the 
motions on the march, as it tends to make them expert 
and handy with their arms. 

To fire rearing. \\, If in motion the whole halt ; the front- 
rank men give their fire, and move straight 
to the rear, loading on the march : when their 
loading is completed, they will halt, front, and 
kneel down, in the position of making ready. 
Then the rear-rank men (who had kneeled 
down when their front-rank men retired) will 
fire and retire smartly in the same manner, 
passing to the proper left of their front-rank 
men, and commencing their loading as soon 
as they have passed, halt, front, and kneel 
when loaded, as before : — thus the ranks con- 
tinue to retire alternately, as soon as they hear 
the ramrods working of the rank that has re- 
tired. In the field, however, the distance to 
be taken by each rank in retreating will de- 
pend upon the movements of the enemy, the 
nature of the ground, and other circum- 
stances ; but when cover presents itself at 
hand, the men should always avail themselves 
of it. 

Ha/t 12. At this signal, if advancing^ the skir- 

mishers kneel down, taking advantage of any 
r 5 inequalities 
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inequalities of the ground in their neighbour- 
hood, and continuing to fire until the Cease 
firing has sounded. If the skirmishers are 
retiring J the rank next the enemy will stand 
fast (or face about if not already fronting 
towards the enemy), and the other rank closes 
up to it, kneeling down ; and the whole con- 
tinue firing, taking care that both ranks are 
never unloaded at the same time. 
To chse. 13. On the signal being sounded, the men 

trail arms, face to the point required, close in 
quick time, and order arms. If on the marchf 
the named file moves steadily on, the remain- 
der makes a half- turn and close in double 
time. 
To extend while 14.. In all these cases, the files from which 
a division IS ad- ^]^Q extension takes place move straightfor- 
^hecmtre-^^"^ ward in quick time ; the others make a half- 
from the right turn to the flank to which they are ordered 
—or, from the to extend, and move off at double time. As 
hft' soon as each file has got its regular distance, 

it will turn to the front, and advance, resum- 
ing the quick time ; rear-rank men covering 
their front-rank men, and keeping in line with 
the directing file. 
To incline to the 15. The skirmishers make a half-turn to 

V^'i*' . .r the flanks to which they are ordered to in- 
Inclinetothe t / 1 • i.i. • r 4. 

left. Advance.^^^^^ (rear-rank men covermg their front- 
' \ rank men), and continue in the diagonal 

direction, until the " Advance " is sounded, 
when they will return to their original front, 
and move forward as before. I^ when the 
skirmishers have made the half-turn, the 
bugle should sound the ** Incline " a second 
time, the men's shoulders should be brought 
up, so as to complete the face, and march in 
file. 
Tofirefinclin- 16. To fire when inclining to the right or 
ing to a flank, jgft^ t^g front-rank men halt, take steady aim 
and fire, then drop to the rear, passing be- 
hind their rear-rank men, and loading on the 

march ; 
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march ; the rear-rank men halt and fire as 
soon as their front-rank men are loaded, and 
drop to the rear of their front rank, and so on 
alternately. 
TohaU from the 17. At this signal, the whole front, and 
tneltne. kneel down, continuing to fire until the signal 

for " Cease firing " has sounded. 

Change front: 18. The right file faces to the right, kneel- 

fj^. J^^^l^ ^ing ; the others rise up and trail ; at the word 

DonbkMvch. Doubk March, they hring the left shoulders 

forward,^ and form on the right file. The 

distance will be preserved from the halted 

flank. Each file will move in the shortest 

line to its situation in the new position, and 

instantly kneel down. 

19. But in throwing a wing backward or 
forward, the distance of files must be pre- 
served from the inward flank, and they must 
look to the outward flank for dressing, and 
bring forward the shoulders gradually, con- 
formably to its progress. 

20. The left-hand file faces to the right. 



Right or Left 
Shoulders foT' 
vxird. 



Change front on 
the left fie, 
right thrown 
back. 
Doable March, 



General 
remark. 



kneeling. The others rise up, trail, and face 
to the right about ; step off at the double 
march, and, when in line, face about and 
kneel. 

21. The movements and formations laid 
down in this section comprise the elementary 
part of light infantry drill in extended order, 
as taught the soldier on parade. The appli- 
cation of the drill to field purposes, compris- 
ing the instruction of the soldier in the value 
of ground, &c., will be treated of in the next 
and subsequent sections, which have for their 
object the training of the soldier to a prac- 
tical knowledge of his duties in the field be- 
fore an ejiemy. 
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Detached Skir- 
mishers. 



General line of 
Skirmishers. 



To advance in a 
general line 
firing. 



Skirmishing. 

1. A company or companies may extend 
by files from any part of the line, and at va- 
rious distances^ as may be ordered ; and it is 
a rule that the men of a file invariably act 
together, to inspire confidence, and to afford 
mutual protection and support. 

9,, Detached skirmishers are governed by 
circumstances and situation ; they must never, 
however, get too far in advance, so as to ex- 
pose their Hanks, but must regulate their 
movements by the files upon their right and 
left. They will fire either standing, kneel- 
ing, or lying, as the case may require, ever 
bearing in mind that the grand requisites in 
skirmishing are a sure, quick, and steady 
aim, together with that ready tact in seizing, 
at a glance, those local advantages which 
enable a man to do the utmost injury to his 
enemy with the least exposure to himself. 

3. In the fields skirmishers advance in a 
general line, pushing on, or falling back from 
post to post, and never standing exposed even 
for an instant, when there is cover of any kind 
at hand. It is therefore always proper, when 
obliged to advance, across an open space, 
upon an enemy posted under cover, to make 
a quick and simultaneous rush towards the 
point : a regular and systematic advance, 
across such ground, however resolutely con- 
ducted, would entail a great and very useless 
sacrifice of lives. 

4. At the signal to fire, the front-rank 
man of each file fires and instantly drops to 
the rear by the left of his comrade, and loads 
as quickly as he can upon the march, giving 
the word ready when loaded^ as the signal 
for his file leader (who has continued leading 
on, in a threatening attitude) to fire. As 
often, however, as cover of any kind presents 

itoelf 
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itself within reach, each file, in mutual con- 
cert, will make for it, one man running on 
while his comrade covers his advance, by 
aiming at the enemy and distracting his at- 
tention : he then in turn runs forward, when 
the cover is secured, and both continue to 
fire from the spot as many shots as circum- 
stances and the general movements of the 
line may sanction, always remembering that 
the great object in advancing is to drive back 
the enemy's skirmishers, rapidly and in con- 
fusion, on their reserves, giving them no time 
for rallying or making a stand. It is by indi- 
vidual intelligence and judgment in the know- 
ledge of ground and choice of cover, — ^by the 
combination of individual exertion, directed 
to a general end, rather than by the sem- 
blance of uniformity, — that the proficiency 
and excellence of light troops must be judged 
and estimated. 
To retire firing. 5. On a plain the skirmishers may retire 
by alternate ranks, as prescribed in last sec- 
tion ; but whenever the country is in the least 
degree wooded, broken, or inclosed, it will 
always be found advisable to retire in a ge- 
neral line, trusting to the skill of the ofBcer, 
and the firmness and intelligence of the men, 
for disputing it successfully. By this method 
the well-trained skirmisher, whose eye is 
formed by practice, will often find cover and 
destroy his enemy, where his inexperienced 
comrade would stand exposed. Before mov- 
ing, the skirmisher is taught to scan the 
ground he is to traverse in falling back, and 
having selected his next station, he will make 
for it with the utmost expedition. When a 
line of skirmishers is hard pressed in retreat- 
ing, there is no better way of giving them 
relief, and at the same time of offering an 
obstinate resistance to the enemy, than by 
extending the supports as often as an eligible 

line 
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line of defence presents itself, the old skir- 
mishers passing quickly through the new 
line, forming into supports ; again in turn 
extending, and so on alternately. Even on a 
plain this will be found to be the best mode 
of disputing the ground : the supports, after 
extending, should lie down until the old skir- 
mishers have passed through them. 
Accurately g. Accurately dressed lines are not an ob- 

object ia tkir- ject m skirmishing : the men must be guided 
miihiDg. entirely by the nature of the ground they are 

acting on ; all that can be desired on this head 
is^ that the files should be so placed as to sup- 
port, and fire clear of each other, 
be car^**ii" *** 7. Covcr, as already observed, being the 
trained to a great object to be attended to, skirmishers 
gronndand d'is. ^^^^^^^ advancing or retiring, must be taught 
lances. Carefully to examine the ground they are to 

pass over, previous to quitting shelter; and 
to select some eligible spot for their next 
halting-place. Any open space to be tra- 
versed in advancing should always be run 
over ; while, in retiring, they should endea- 
vour, if the ground is open, to get beyond 
the accurate range of musketry from the spot 
they quit, before coming to a stand, thereby 
rendering the shelter they are leaving useless 
to the enemy ; and obliging them, in coming 
on, to pass over such open space, exposed to 
the destructive fire of men who are both 
sheltered and prepared. 
iMdto** "*« ^' 8. It is a rule that both men of a file are 
"*' never unloaded at the same time ; that they 

always load, when practicable, under cover, 
previous to moving in advance, and after fall- 
ing back in retreat, from one spot to another. 
AHanneceMary 9. It will often be prudent to communicatc 
avoidcd.^^ orders to a line of skirmishers by passing them 
along the rear, instead of betraying an intended 
movement by the bugle. For the ** retreat** 
to one party is the " advance" to their oppo- 
nents, 
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Ill 



sapporli. 



Skirmishers to 
overlap ihe 
flanks or lines. 



Relieving skir- 
mishers when 
halted. 



nents, who are generally well acquainted with 
the sounds, and prepared to act upon them. 
Too much bugling under any circumstances 
is to be avoided, as tending to distract the 
attention of the soldier and to cause con- 
fusion. 
General mie for jQ, The supports advance and retire gene- 
rally in line, except when threatened with 
cavalry, when they will move in close column 
of sections ; and skirmishers, in running in on 
a support, form up in sections in its rear. 
Supports move to a flank in column of sec- 
tions. 

11. In covering the advance of lines, skir- 
mishers will take care to protect and overlap 
the flanks. 

12, In relieving a line of skirmishers, the 
new line extends in the rear, out of reach of 
the enemy's fire, and afterwards runs up to 
the old line ; each file of the former proceed- 
ing rapidly to the rear, under the protecting 
fire of the new line^ and, when out of reach 
of the enemy's fire, they close in upon their 
supports. But should an immediate advance 
be intended, the relieved skirmishers ought 
to remain in the line lying down, instead 
of exposing themselves to a fire whilst re- 
tiring. 

Id. If the relief takes place while advancing, 
the new skirmishers will run up in the same 
way, and pass briskly in front of the others ; 
the old skirmishers lie down till they are out of 
the enemy's fire, after which they close upon 
their supports as before. 

14. If relieving while retiring, the new 
skirmishers extend a considerable distance in 
the rear, and each man looks out for a good 
situation. The old skirmishers continue to 
retire in their usual order until within 20 or 
SO paces of the former ; they then run through 

them 
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ing. 



When retiring. 
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SopportB and 
skirmiBhers to 
relieve each 
other. 



them to the rear, until they are out of reach 
of the enemy's fire, after which they close. 

15. Those which have been acting as sup- 
ports may relieve their own skirmishers in this 
way, — in which case the latter afterwards form 
in as many parties of support as the others 
consisted of, closing to the right and left ac- 
cordingly, when out of reach of the enemy's 
fire, and always, when practicable, complet- 
ing their ammunition. 
The whole re- jg. gut if the reserves and skirmishers are 
strengthened or all relieved by fresh parties, each of the sup- 
diminished. ports preserves the relative position with re- 
spect to their own skirmishers, until the two 
lines have relieved each other. Any part of 
a line of skirmishers may be relieved in the 
same manner; it may also be strengthened 
by throwing forward one or more companies 
or sections to particular parts of the line ; in 
that case they must mix with the others, and 
divide the distances, or it may be weakened 
by calling in one or more sections ; in which 
case the remaining skirmishers will extend to 
the right and left, so as to cover the vacancies 
of those who retired. 
b*"b"*v«r*^ 17. If a company be directed to skirmish 
when ikirmiih- at a distance, detached from the timely sup- 
from'the^^iamn P°^* °^ '^® column or line, one general prin- 
oriine. ciple must be observed, namely, that never 

more than one half must be sent forward to 
skirmish at a time; the other half remain 
formed and ready to support. 
Flanking parties. |jj^ jhe Company to perform this duty will 
extend its sub-divisions, so as to cover the 
entire flank, or flanks, of the column with in- 
termediate supports if necessary. The whole 
will move in file parallel to the column, and 
the leading file will take the outside flank 
skirmishers of the advanced guard for his 
general line of march. When the column 

halts, 
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halts, the flankers and supports face outwards 

to the enemy. 
HowthettDityof 19^ When more than one company is em- 
skirmishing is ployed m skirmishing, one company should 
best preserved, gkirmish and another support. Unnecessary 

division of parts is always objectionable. 
ciear"ihe*roni of ^^' ^^^^ ^ Company is skirmishing in front 
the battalion of a battalion, and the assembly sounds, it is 
bij^wunds"."*"" ®^ *^® utmost consequence that the front of 

the battalion should be left clear as soon as 

possible. 
5'^*j;""»°on, 21, The skirmishers, therefore, if detached 

the battalioo. , . ' ^ ' . . 

to any distance, must endeavour instantly to 
discover the exact situation of the battalion, 
and decide in what direction to run in, adopt- 
ing that mode which will least impede, and 
soonest leave it in a situation for firing or 
^ advancing. 
Formation of gg. When the battalion forms square, they 

square. ^.|j ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ direct and short way to the 

rear, and close up and compose the rear face. 
2S, If the skirmishers are not called in while 
the battalion performs* any movement, they 
must, with the utmost rapidity, change their 
situation, so as to correspond with the new 
order of the battalion ; and their attention and 
activity are chiefly required in protecting it 
during the change. 

24. The ALARM followed by the assembly 
will be sounded on the first appearance of the 
enemy's cavalry, when, if there is no cover 
within reach, and not sufficient time to form 
oh the support, the skirmishers will form the 

Rallying sqaare. RALLYING SQUARE, the ofBcer On whom it 

forms taking care so to station himself for its 
formation, as not to cloud the front of the 
support. 
BaUying sqoare 25, But whcH there IS covcr near, such as 
fo^ed^wh^n * hedge, ditch, copse, &c., the skirmishers 
cover is at hand, should at once make for it, and aid the sup- 
ports by a cross fire. 

26, Even 
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General Remark. 26, Even in the MOSt suddcn rush of 
cavalry that can happen, when there is neither 
cover nor time to form the rallying square, the 
individual firmness and intelligence of the 
men should enable them to protect each other. 
They should be taught to make formations for 
defence, however small, against" contingencies 
of this nature ; two files uniting in the first in- 
stance back to back, then three and four files, 
and so on ; this practice will teach them to 
make the best use of their numbers, what- 
ever they may be ; and a skirmisher should 
be taught to know and feel that, individually t 
a man on foot, with a loaded musket and 
bayonet in his hand, ought to be a match for 
any horseman. To face the danger with 
firmness and steadiness is, in the smallest 
bodies, and in the worst emergencies, the 
safest course. 



Advanced Guard. 

General inten- 1. Advanced guards are formed for the 
JO °^j*J[~*^"*^*** purpose of feeling the way through a country 
in front of a column, or the columns of an 
army— to gain intelligence of the enemy, and 
to give timely notice of his vicinity, or ap- 
proach, in order that the main body may have 
time to prepare either for making or repelling 
an attack. 
General rules ap. 2. The general rules and principles, how- 
piicabie to au. g^er, which should govern the one, are, with, 
a few obvious exceptions, applicable to all. To 
guard against surprise or unexpected collision 
with the enemy, to watch his motions, or to 
gain intelligence of his situation — and to 
cover and conceal the movements and forma- 
tion of the main body — are manifestly the 
great leading principles upon which advanced 
guards should be conducted, whether the ob- 
ject 
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ject be to fall suddenly on the enemy's piquets, 
to dislodge him from a post, or merely to give 
warning of his vicinity. Vigilance and a care- 
ful study of localities, are in every case the 
mainspring of success, 
oble Vd^fnT** ^' ^ advanced guard, on approaching a 
proaching a vii. village, must proceed with great precaution 
*■**• if feeling for an" enemy. The reserve and 

advanced parties on the road must be halted 
beyond the reach of musketry from the vil- 
lage, while strong flanking parties are sent 
round the outskirts so as to threaten the rear. 
The corporal's p^rty on the road may then 
move on, in single files, with a considerable 
interval between them, followed by as many 
files in succession from the support as may be 
deemed expedient ; and the supports and re- 
serve will move forward, when it has been as- 
certained that the place is not in the occu- 
pation of the enemy. The leading files should 
be instructed that the first object to be sought 
for in a village, is the church, from the belfry 
of which a view of the surrounding country 
may be gained. 
Similar precan. 4, The head of an advanced cruard must 

tiont to be ob- -^ '^ i/« i_ ^ • j /!i 

served previooa nevet commit Itself by entermg a defile, or 
d^flk or hoUow ^^^^^^ ^^Y* without previously occupying the 
way. heights on either side by flanking parties. 

When the heights are thus crowned, the 
leading party on the road will send on a 
single flle, which will be followed by others in 
succession, near enough to keep the pre- 
V, ceding one in view — the flanking parties on 
either hand continuing to precede the centre 
until the defile is passed, when they will gra- 
dually fall back to their former stations, and 
the whole move forward in the original 
formation. 
General role in 5. That woods, villages, and, generally, 
u'gearwoMiV&c. every object capable of afibrding conceal- 
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ment to an enemy, will invariably be turned, 
and the rear threatened previous to being felt 
in front. 
2hS"^„i°;Pf/" 6. Should the advanced guard meet with 

Bable gronnd of . i.i ® j /• 

every kind tc be bogs or Other impassable ground of any ex- 
■mTnJd?"" *®^'» *^^y "™"s' not leave it between them- 
selves and the column, without careful exami- 
nation ; otherwise they might leave an enemy 
concealed within the chain, and not only risk 
being cut off themselves, but compromise the 
safety of the column. 
I?t-^1?°*"^' 7. The commander of an advanced guard 

of an advanced i ^ i ■• , ® . . 

goard to observe sliould endeavour to observe everythmg 
Mif7and"fo**b?' hiraself, taking especial care that any reports 
distinct and ae- he may have to make are clear, decided, and 
';ir '""•"■ correct. 

Condact of de- 8. No Specific rules can be laid down for 
and patroii i^u the conduct of an advanced guard in every 

faMing in with gase of falling in with an enemy. It cannot, 
the enemy. , , » , . "^ i n 

however, be too strongly impressed on all em- 
ployed on services of this nature, that nothing 
is more dangerous or reprehensible than 
offensive or defensive measures undertaken 
in an isolated manner ; advanced parties and 
patrols should never, therefore, be suffered 
to engage of their own accord, if it can pos- 
sibly be avoided ; but, as before remarked, 
they should, on the first appearance of an 
enemy, either fall back under cover, or hide 
themselves on the spot (making a signal to the 
rear) according as he may be coming on, or 
stationary, — in either case securing all the ad- 
vantages of a surprise. 
The advanced 9^ 5Jo advanced guard or detached party 

guard shoold in-- t • ■» t* • iii"^ 

variably reform of any kmd, after carrymg a post, should ever 
fhi^enem^from ^® permitted to advance without reforming, 
any poet. The men should on no account pursue the 

flying enemy, but reform rapidly, and wait 

for further orders. 

Patrols. 
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Patrol. 

^^u^^ 1. The object of a patrol is to obtain intel- 

ligence, and to ascertain the presence of an 
enemy. They are detached to examine 
houses, copses, inclosures, &c., near the line 
of march, capable of affording concealment 
to the enemy, and too distant to be inspected 
by the advanced or flanking parties. All 
heights from which a view of the surrounding 
country can be obtained should also be 
ascended by patrols, precaution being used 
to see everything, if possible, without being 
seen. 

A patrol never 2. It is a rule, therefore, that a patrol 

commits itself in . •',/.• .• *o '^ ^ i. 

action. never commits itself in action, if it can be 

avoided, but retires (under cover if possible) 
as soon as the requisite information is ob- 
tained. 

The rnie« laid 3. Xhe Tules laid down for the conduct of 

down for ad- , . , . 1 • ■ 

Tanced gaardt an advanced guard, m approaching places 
■p Jljj J*i"***y *® capable of concealing an enemy, apply with 
equal force, although upon a smaller scale, to 
a patrol. The house, or object, to be 
searched should, in the first place, be turned 
by one or two files on either side, and beyond 
the certain range of musketry ; and this 
movement of itself will, in most cases, induce 
the enemy to leave it ; whereas, if the ap- 
proach were made in front, it could only be at 
the certain risk of losing men without an ob- 
ject. When the flanking files have passed 
the house so as to command the rear, a file of 
the patrol advances to examine it, another 
file remaining behind will watch its motions, 
and be ready to give assistance, supported by 
the reserve if required. As soon as the file 
in advance is satisfied that there is no enemy 
in the place, one of the men will make a 
signal by holding up his firelock above his 
head, in a horizontal position, and the rear 

file 
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To ascend a hill. 



General inten- 
tion of rear 
guards. 



Decree of resist- 
ance required 
from a rear 
goard. 



Necessary pre- 
caations for an 
officer ordered 
opon piquet. 



file will join and move forward as before ; the 
flanking files falling back at the same time to 
their former places. 

4. On coming to a hill the same caution 
will be observed. The patrol halting at the 
bottom will detach a file or two, in both di- 
rections round the base, before any one is 
permitted to ascend. A file is then sent to 
the top with instructions not to show itself 
upon the summit, but to make its observa- 
tions from behind the brow, creeping on or 
lying down, according to circumstances and 
the nature of the ground. If no enemy is 
in sight, a signal as above directed will be 
made. 

Rear Guard. 

1. A rear guard is an advanced guard 
reversed: it covers the retreating column 
from any sudden assault in the rear^ and it 
prevents the enemy from stealing round, and 
gaining on the flanks of the main body. The 
prevention of straggling is also an important 
part of the duties of a rear guard. 

2. The object being that of securing the 
retreat from interruption or annoyance, re- 
sistance will generally cease when that end is 
gained; but when the pursuit is close and 
vigorous, every hedge-row, copse, or defile 
becomes a post, which a rear-guard must de- 
fend with obstinacy to the last. 

Piquets, and their Sentries. 

1 . An officer ordered upon piquet must take 
a close and careful survey of the country he 
passes over, in marching from the camp or 
the cantonment to his post, in order that he 
may defend it properly if attacked and driven 
back. The strongest points, in his line of 
retreat, ought to be selected, and noted down 

if 
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if necessary ; and the officer's mind should he 
previously made up, as far as possible, upon 
the best mode of disputing the ground he 
must retire over. 
How posted. ^* T^® officer intrusted with the posting 
of a piquet must select its station near the 
principal road to be guarded, and behind, if 
practicable, all cross roads leading into it, and 
taking especial care to leave no road un- 
guarded on its flanks, by which it might be 
surprised in its rear. The piquet should, as 
much as possible, be concealed from observa- 
tion, and where the ground naturally affords 
neither cover nor protection, the defect must 
be remedied by artificial means, and the em- 
ployment of such materials as may be pro- 
curable on the spot. 
Meamreirorim- ^* As soon as the piquct arrives on the 
mediate wcnriiy. ground it is to occupy, sentries will be thrown 
out in elevated situations upon its flanks and 
front, for immediate security, and the officer 
commanding, having reconnoitred the neigh" 
bourhood of his post, with a strong patrol, in 
person, will proceed to form a chain cover- 
ing his front and flanks, and communicating 
with the piquets on his right and left. 
Line of Sentriea. 4. In Selecting the line for the chain of 
sentries, care must be taken not to extend it 
too much, — to post the men in the most ad- 
vantageous situations for observing the roads 
and country in front, and to keep them as 
much concealed from the view of the enemy 
as the nature of their duty will admit. It is 
very desirable that every elevated spot, which 
overlooks the communications in the rear, 
should be taken within the chain of sentries ; 
but if this cannot be effected without ex- 
tending the sentries too much, a party must 
be sent to occupy the height during the day, 
and care must be taken to support and ensure 
the retreat of this party if attacked. Sentries 

must 
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must be so placed, moreover, as to secure 
one another from being cut off, and at such, 
distances as to prevent any enemy from pass- 
ing unperceived between them during the 
night. Sentries never should be posted near 
any copse or cover from which a sudden rush 
might be made upon them ; but all woods, 
ravines, &c., in the neighbourhood of the 
post, must be watched, and occasionally visited 
by patrols, to prevent the enemy from as- 
semblingy unobserved, a body of troops in 
the vicinity. No sentry should be placed at 
such a distance from the piquet, that the 
report of his musket may not be distinctly 
heard from it ; and he should always have the 
sentry on his right and lefl in view, as well as 
the intermediate ground between them, to 
prevent the enemy from passing through the 
chain unnoticed. 

5. In order to guard against surprise of 
every kind, the sentries of an advanced piquet 
will be invariably posted double, and at night 
or in thick or foggy weather, one of them will 
be always walking to the right, till he ap- 
proaches the adjoining file, while the other is 
looking vigilantly out to his front. In this 
mode they alternately relieve each other. 
During the day an officer, or non-commis- 
sioned officer, should always be kept on the 
look-out, in the best situation for commanding 
a view of the country occupied by the enemy, 
qwuremifrc ^' ^^^ advanced piquets must have three 

three reliefs. reliefs. 

When any thing 7. When any thing particular is observed 
seried^in fron?," ^^ frout during the day, such as any change 
or firing it heard, in the enemy's sentries or piquets, the disap- 
pearance of any sentry of our own, any un- 
usual bustle or accession of force in front, 
troops in motion, or the appearance of a 
cloud of dust indicating that troops are on 
the march, or when firing is heard by any 

sentry, 
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sentry, one of the sentries will instantly run 
in, and report to the officer what he has 
noticed, taking care to mention the circum- 
stance at any post he may happen to pass on 
his way. 
When piqnets 8. When piquets are attacked, the same 
are aiiacked. j.„]g ^j]] ^jg observed as in all other skirmish- 
ing, and the detached officers' parties will not 
run in on the main body, but support the skir- 
mishers ; and when compelled to retire, they 
will, if possible, retreat on the flank of the 
main body, and thereby afford mutual support 
to each other. When a sentry is satisfied that 
the enemy is moving on to the attack, he 
should not hesitate to fire at once, although 
the enemy may be far beyond the range of 
his musket. 
When posted in 9. If a piquct should be posted in a village 
a village. ^j,g ^jj^jjj jj^jy jj^^^i \^q placed SO as to be 

behind the junction of all the roads that lead 
to the enemy's position, the entrances from 
which must be blocked up, or dug across, 
with the exception of a small retiring path for 
the sentries placed in observation in front. 
Small parties will be placed behind each bar- 
ricade for its defence. 
First duty of an 10. The first care of an officer ought to be 
officer on piqaet.j|jg strengthening of his post, by constructing 
abatis, breast-works, &c. ; and particularly 
where the defence of a bridge or ford is in- 
trusted to him, he ought never to omit to 
throw up something of the kind to protect 
his men, and impede the advance of the 
enemy. An officer ought not, however, 
without permission, to block up a main road 
with other materials than such as are easily 
removed. 
Apfqoetninit 11. A piquet ought not to shut itself up 

not shut liself od« i •i 'ii* » * 

without orders, in a house, or an mclosure, with the intention 

of defending itself to the last extremity, 

unless particularly ordered to do so, or that 

o circum- 
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circumstances may render it necessary at the 
moment for the preservation of the party, in 
the expectation of support. 
Under what cir- 12. A piquet may with safety defend its 
p""ai?Xnfd front as long as its flanks are not attacked, 
retire. but as soon as the enemy attempts to sur- 

round the post, the piquet must begin to 
retire. 
Sigaais by day. 13. Signals may be established by sentries 
during the day: — for instance — one man 
holding up his cap on the muzzle of his fire- 
lock signifies that the enemy's patrol is ad- 
vancing ; and both men holding up their 
caps in the same manner, signifies that the 
enemy is advancing in force. 
Flags of trace. l^* On the approach of a flag of truce, one 
sentry will advance and halt it at such dis- 
tance as will prevent any of the party who 
compose it from overlooking the piquet posts. 
The other sentry will acquaint the officer 
commanding the piquet of the circumstance, 
who will, according to his instructions, either 
detain the flag of truce at the out-post, until 
he has reported to the field-officer of the day, 
or he will forward the party blindfolded to 
the camp^ under an escort. If the flag of 
truce is merely the bearer of a letter or parcel, 
the piquet officer must receive it, and instantly 
forward it to head-quarters. After having 
given a receipt, the flag of truce will be re- 
quired forthwith to depart, and none of the 
piquet must be sufiered to hold any conversa- 
tion with this party. 
Night duUes. 15, At night the situations of the sentries 

ought to be changed, and drawn back from 
their elevated situations, so as to have the 
highest ground before them ; as an object is 
more easily discerned at night from a low situ- 
ation than when looking from a hill. Night 
sentries will patrol alternately to the front (as 
well as to the flanks) to a distance of twenty 

or 
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or thirty yards, lying down also with the ear 
to the ground for the purpose of listening. 
The tread of men or horses on the niarcn, 
the noise of artillery in motion, the neighing 
of horses, &c. are heard at a great distance 
in the stillness of the night ; and not unfre- 
quently the knowledge of an intended attack 
at day-light may be gained in this way. 
Med^oJdSeciin* ^^' '^^ prevent sentries from looking in a 
the sentry 'Iluen'^ wrong direction during the night, two forked 
q*ail?r.****'~'^' sticks wiU be placed in the ground, and a 
horizontal stick be laid across them, so as to 
point out, by looking along it, the situation of 
the enemy's posts. This precaution is also 
particularly useful to the sentries of reserve 
and inlying piquets, directing their attention 
to the proper quarter. 

17. The sentries ought to be relieved every 
hour during the night. 
The coonteriign 13^ When a sentry is posted, the counter- 
only given to the. ,.. i'*^j :i 

sentries. Sign only IS givcn him ; and no person under 

the rank of a non-commissioned officer is 
usually intrusted with the parole, which serves 
as a test for passing armed bodies inside the 
line. 

Challenging of a J 9, The moment a sentry sees or hears any 

e sen y. pg^g^j^^ jjg ^.^]lg ^y^ « fjjj^ f»» — u )yj,Q comes 

there V* and at the same time brings his fire- 
lock to the charge, fronting the party; his 
comrade instantly retires a few paces behind 
him, uncovering to the right, cocks his piece, 
and also comes to the charge. This will en- 
sure support to the sentry in advance^ and 
prevent both men from being committed at 
the same time, as well as the piquet from 
being surprised. If the answer is not satis- 
factory, the leading sentry instantly fires and 
retires behind his comrade. 

20. If more than one individual approach 

the post, the sentry will, on all occasions, 

command them to halt, and one man only to 

o 2 advance. 
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advance. If there is the slightest hesitation, 
or more than one attempt to move, the sentry 
will instantly fire. 

Deserters. 21. Sentries must be very distrustful of 

people who answer the challenge by saying 
•' Deserters ; " they must be immediately or- 
dered to lay down their arms in the rear, and 
not suffered to approach the sentry, until a 
party arrives from the support to receive 
them, and then singly. If the suspected per- 
son hesitate, the sentry will instantly fire. 

22. When a piquet is permitted to have a 
fire, it should always be as much as possible 
concealed from observation; and the alarm 
post of the piquet, in the event of an attack 
at night, should invariably be fixed at a short 
distance in the rear of the fire, so as to prevent 
the piquet from being seen, when drawn up, 
and compelling the enemy to expose them- 
selves while passing the fire in coming on. 

Advanced piquets 23. Piquets will get under arms in the 

to be under arms . * . ,o^ j t i^ j -r 

an boar before mornmg an hour before day-light; and if 
daylight. every thing appears quiet in front, the officer 

will, as soon as he can discern objects dis- 
tinctly, proceed to occupy the same posts 
that he held the day before; but he must 
previously send forward patrols to feel his 
way, and should any change be remarked in 
the enemy's posts or position, he will report 
it immediately to the officer of the day. 
When advanced ^4, As attacks are most commonly made 
be**reiieved? about day-break, a desirable accession of force 
will be always obtained by relieving the pi- 
quets at that hour. 
Arrival of the 25. When the new piquet has arrived, the 
officer commanding it will accompany the 
officer of the old piquet along the chain of 
posts, and this officer will point out the situ- 
ation and strength of all the enemy's posts, 
and afford every other information to the 
relieving officer in his power. 

25. When 
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^2r*Jf Se old ^^' When the sentries are relieved, and the 
piqoet. weather is sufficiently clear to ascertain that 

there is no indication of an attack, the officer 
who has been relieved will forward a written 
report to the field officer of the day, fall back 
upon the reserve piquet, and march to camp 
in the same order as when he advanced : but 
if the advanced piquets should be attacked before 
he arrives in camp, he will consider it his duty 
to face instantly about, and march to their 
support. 

27. One of the most necessary and effectual 
methods of preventing surprise, and of gain- 
ing information, remains to be noticed, viz., 
patrolling, without which, however active and 
alert the sentries, the service of the out-posts 
never can be properly fulfilled. The mode of 
conducting these patrols, their strength, and 
the distance to which they may be sent, are 
all necessarily dependent on the ever-varying 
local circumstances in which piquets may be 
placed ; but it may be laid down as a good 
general rule, that, when near the enemy, a 
patrol should be sent out once between every 
relief during the night. 

28. Vigilance, silence, and circumspection 
must be strictly enjoined upon all patrols; 
no noise must on any account be made, and 
when any thing is to be communicated, it 
should be done in a whisper. 

It is not pretended to lay down exact rules for conducting 
patrols in every case that may occur on service, but one 
or two of the most usual modes of carrying on this im- 
portant duty may be briefly adverted to. 

29. The patrol, on leaving the piquet, 
should, when practicable, communicate in the 
first instance with the next post upon the right 
(or left), and patrol cautiously along the whole 
front of the line of sentries, just near enough 
to see them, and communicating with the 

next 
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next post upon the left (or right) return again 
to the piquet by the rear of the chain. The 
sentries must not be thrown off their guard 
by the frequent appearance of these patrols, 
but be taught to expect an enemy in all who 
may approach them ; some preconcerted sig- 
nal, or interchange of countersign in a low 
tone, should be used, and which should be 
changed at every relief. Should the patrol, 
in returning along the rear of the sentries, 
fall in with the enemy, who must in this case 
have passed through the chain, a continued 
fire should be kept up to alarm the piquet^ 
and prevent surprise. 

i^em"'!?* 8t8 ^^' ^^^^^^^ ™"®' ^^s° ^^ s®°^ along the 
aredhunt." roads in the direction of the enemy's posts, to 
such distance as may be deemed expedient. 
These patrols must be preceded by feelers, 
quick intelligent men, selected for that duty, 
whom no sound will escape, and whose ex- 
perienced ears will detect the approach of 
danger long before it reaches them. A patrol 
must above all things avoid unnecessary firing, 
or, in other words false alarms: on hearing the 
approach of footsteps the feelers should in- 
stantly fall back to the patrol 3 and should 
the sounds indicate the advance of a larger 
body than a patrol, one or two men should 
be sent back with all haste to inform the 
officer of the piquet, who will make imme- 
diate preparations for defence. The patrol 
retires steadily and unobserved, if possible, 
upon the piquet ; but if perceived and over- 
taken by the enemy, an incessant fire must 
be maintained, in order to apprise the camp 
that the enemy is coming on in force; although 
it may safely be inferred, that if the piquets 
know their duty, and are judiciously drawn 
up for the defence of the roads, it will be 
extremely difficult for an enemy, however 
strong, hatnng failed in his plan for taking the 

advanced 
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advanced posts by surprise^ to make head under 
all the disadvantages of a night attack, when 
resolutely opposed by men who know the 
ground, and whose plans have been pre- 
viously concerted for disputing those points 
in their line of retreat, where the disparity 
of numbers must, in the dark, be in a great 
measure neutralized. 
To avoid ex- S\. In falling in with an enemy's patrol 

Si'h*ifhleneSy'8^" advance of the chain of sentries, it will 
patrols. always be most prudent to retire at once 

without exchanging shots, which could only 
tend to harass and disturb the troops. 
A strong patrol 32. A Strong patrol will always be sent 
jast before day. some distance on, towards the enemy's posts, 
light. just before day-light, and this patrol, above 

all others, must proceed. with redoubled cau- 
tion in case of falling in with the enemy's 
columns, waiting for day-light to attack. 

33. In the event of an attack, the com- 
mander of a piquet must ever bear in mind, 
that the great object of his efforts is to gain 
sufficient time to enable the main body in his 
rear to get under arms and prepare for action. 
The points he is to dispute in falling back 
having been previously selected, few cases 
can occur in which it will be impossible to 
obtain that end without endangering the 
safety of his piquet ; but even in an extreme 
case, he must remember that it is his duty to 
sacrifice himself rather than be driven in upon 
the main body, before it has had time to form. 
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THE MANUAL EXERCISE. 



Of carrying the 
Kifle. 



Present Arms. 
Three Motions. 



The rifle is to be carried in the right hand 
at arm's lengthy as in advanced arms, the 
cock resting upon the little finger, the 
thumb upon die guard, and forefinger 
under it, the upper part of the barrel close 
in the hollow of the shoulder, and the butt 
^pressing upon the thigh. 

1st. The rifle is to be raised about two 
inches by the right hand, and brought for- 
ward a little from the shoulder, at the same 
time the lefl hand is brought briskly across 
the body, and seizes the rifle with a full 
grasp, even with the shoulder. 

2nd. The right hand brings the rifle even 
with the face, and opposite the left eye, 
grasps the small of the stock, turning the 
lock outwards : the lefl hand seizes it by 
the stock, so that the little finger touches 
the hanimer- spring, on a level with the 
chin, the left elbow close to the butt. 

drd. The rifle is brought in a straight 

line to the present^ the cock turned inwards, 

o 5 and 
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MANUAL EXERCISE 



Shoulder Arms. 
Two Motions. 



Order Arms, 
Three Motions, 



and even with the bottom of the waistcoat ; 
the right foot at the same instant is drawn 
back, so that the hollow of it may touch the 
left heel, the right hand holding the small 
of the stock between the forefinger and 
thumb, the knuckles upwards, the three 
^other fingers shut in the hand. 

1 St. The rifle is brought quickly across the 
body to the right side, the right hand slip- 
ping round into the original position when 
shouldered, the left quits its hold, and seizes 
the rifle again smartly, even with the right 
shoulder, at the same time the right foot is 
brought up in a line with the left. 

^nd. The left hand quits the rifle, and is 
brought as quickly as possible to the posi- 
tion of Attention. 

• 1st. At the word " Arms," the left hand 
seizes the rifle even with the right shoulder ; 
the rifle, as in the first motion of the present^ 
is raised about two inches. 

2nd. The right hand quits its hold, grasps 
the rifle round the muzzle, and brings it 
gently to the ground, even with the toe of 
the right foot, the wrist pressing against 
the side and elbow as close as possible. 

3rd. The led hand is brought as before 
on the left thigh. 

I At the word '* Arms," the rifle is thrown 
at once into the right shoulder by a jerk of 
the right hand ; the left catches it till the 
right seizes the rifle in the proper place, 
and is then instantly brought to its original 
position on the left thigh, but this must be 
done with the quickness of one motion. 

In the performance of this, as indeed of every other 
motion, the greatest care is to be taken to prevent the 
rifle falling to the ground, as it is an arm easily damaged. 

The 
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Support Arm. f The rifle is brought across the body with 
< the guard upwards, by bending the right 
Varm ; the left arm is laid across the right. 

Carry Arms, c The rifle IS brought smartly on the right 
i side and the left hand on the left thigh. 

Trail Arms. f The left hand seizes the rifle at the se- 
cond pipe, the right close over the sight, 
and trails it on the right side at arm's length, 
^the left falls back on the left thigh. 

Shoulder Arms, c The rifle is brought to the shoulder, as 
( from the order. 



From the Order to Trail Arms. 

Trail Arms, ^ The right hand seizes the rifle as low as 
J possible, without constraint, then raises and 
vcatches it just above the sight. 



From the Trail to Order Arms. 



Order Arms. 



Fix StDords, 



{ 



The rifle slides gently through the right 
hand to the ground ; when even with the 
right toe, the right hand again grasps the 
muzzle. 



I The rifle is brought smartly between the 
knees, sling to the front. The right hand 
then quits its hold of the rifle and is brought 
across the front of the body, to the sword 
hilt, draws and fixes the swoiii, and in- 
stantly grasps the rifle under the swivel, 
resuming the position of Attention. 



Shoulder Arms* As before. 



Charge Bayo- 
nets, 
One Motion. 



' The rifle is brought smartly into the 
hollow of the right hip, the left hand firmly 
gasped round the barrel with the thumb 
m rear of the sight, the right hand clear of 

the 
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MANUAL EXERCISE 

the guard, and grasping the small of the 
butt, the right toe to the rights and the left 
toe to the front: the rear rank to remain 
at the shoulder. 



Shoulder Arms, r 1st. The rifle is thrown smartly into the 
Two Motions. I shoulder, and steadied as before by the left 
\ hand. 
\^ 2nd. Quit the left hand. 



Order Amu, 
Unfix Swordi, 



Stand at Ease, 



As before. 

• The rifle is brought briskly between the 
knees, as in fixing swords; the sword is 
then unlocked by the thumb and forefinger 
of the left hand, and removed by the right, 
which also returns it quickly to the scab- 
bard, directed by the thumb of the left hand 
on the top of the scabbard, when the rifle 
and left hand are brought to their proper 
position. 

^ The muzzle is brought to the front at the 
extent of the right arm, the elbow resting 
on the hip, the hollow of the right foot 
brought in rear of the left heel, and the left 

^knee bent. 



PLATOON EXERCISE. 



Prepare to had. ( In two motions : — 



1st. The rifle is seized by the lefl hand 
in line with the shoulder. 

2nd. It is brought down between the 
knees, which must be bent for that pur- 
pose, the barrel turned outwards, the sol- 
dier making a half-face to the right; the 
right hand is brought to the ball-bag, and 

seizes 
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I seizes a cartridge and ball, while the left 
continues to grasp the rifle immediately 
i^under the sword-bar. 

Load. f In two motions : — 

1st. The cartridge is brought to the 
mouth, and the end twisted off. 

2nd. It is carried to the muzzle, the 
charge shaken into the barrel, and the belt 
of the ball correctly placed in the grooves, 
with the tie upwards, when the ramrod is 
seized with the forefinger and thumb of the 
right hand. 

Kod. f The ramrod is drawn quite out by the 

I right hand, in which it is firmly grasped 
I under the top or button ; the lefl quits the 
I rifle, and grasps the ramrod the breadth of 
I a hand from the point which is resting on 
i^the ball. 

Home, f The ball is forced down with both hands, 
giving two distinct strokes with the rod, to 
ensure its being so ; the left then seizes the 
rifle under the sword-bar, the soldier stands 
upright again, draws out the ramrod with 
the right hand, and puts the end into the 
pipe. 

Eetum. ^ The ramrod is returned by the right hand, 
\ which then seizes the rifle below the lef^. 

Cap. ^ In three motions : — 

1st. The rifle is brought smartly round to 
the right hip, and balanced in the lefl hand, 
half-cocking at the same time with the right. 

2nd. The right hand is then carried to 
the ball-bag, and seizes a cap between the 
forefinger and thumb. 

drd. The cap is placed on the nipple, and 
the right hand seizes the rifle by the small 
of the butt, prepared tp Makt Ready or to 
^Shoulder. 

The 



134 PLATOON EXERCISE OF RIFLEMEN. 



Make 
Ready, 



Present. 



r Brir 
I the sa 
I placing 
J cock ; 



Shoulder. f The rifle is brought to the right shoulder, 
I the guard outwards ; the left hand is placed 
< on the centre pipe until the right has its 
I proper hold round the small of the stock, 
V^when it is drawn quickly away. 

Bring the rifle with one brisk motion in 

same position as at the word to Cap, 

acing the thumb of the right hand on the 

»ck ; cock the rifle, then grasp the small of 

the butt, and place the S)refinger on the 

swivel nail, three fingers grasping the guard, 

^right foot drawn back. 

- Raise the rifle to the Present with the 
forefinger within the guard ready to fire ; 
in this too much pains cannot be taken to 
prevent the recruit from raising his rifle 
with a jerk ; it must be sufficiently raised so 
high that he may lay the right cheek on the 
butt, without too much stooping the head ; 
particular care must be taken that the re- 
cruit in this position shuts the left eye in 
taking aim, the use of the sights being pre- 
^viously explained, and takes his object. 

No word of command given to fire. 

After firing, the rifle to be brought immediately to the 
position of Prepare to Load, 
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MODE TO BE OBSERVED IN DISMISSING A 
COMPANY OFF PARADE. 



Recover Arms, ^ 



Bring the firelock to the recover, by 
throwing it briskly out of the left hand (if 
with shouldered arms), the guard to the 
front, the cock resting against the left 
breast ; the left hand seizes the firelock 
above the lock, and the right hand grasps 
the small of the butt. 



Right Face. . In the manner prescribed by Regulation. 

{At this word, the whole drop their fire- 
locks smartly to the port, the front rank 
springs off to the lefl, the rear rank to the 
right, break off, and quit the parade with- 
out noise. 

N.B. — In turning in a Guard or Piquet, the same mode 
is to be observed. 



MANNER 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 



MANNER OF INSPECTING A COMPANY 
ON PARADE. 

Auentwti. . , As per Regulation. 

Fix Bayoneu, . . As already directed. 

Shoulder Arm. . As already directed. 

Rear Rank, "i ^ , , ,. - 

TakeOpenOrder, V As already directed. 
March, J 



Slope Arms, 



As already directed. 



The inspection of arms will now take place, the inspect- 
ing officer trying the springs in passing along the ranks, 
ascertaining that the locks are perfectly clean, and the 
nipples free from rust. 



Carry Amtm 
Order Arms, 



Examine Amu, -* 



As already directed. 

As already directed. 

At the Examine, slip the thumb in rear 
of the barrel ; at the word Arms, face to the 
right, bringing the butt between the feet 
quickly on the ground, sling towards the 
body, holding the firelock with the lefl hand 
at the full extent of the arm ; draw the 
ramrod, let it down the barrel, and quit the 
right hand. When the officer comes within 
one file, draw the ramrod, and place it on 
the upper brass, nine inches to the front, 
forefinger one inch in rear of the brass, 
^elbow square, and arm above the ramrod. 

Return the ramrods, shifting the firelock 
on the right side, taking the time from the 
ight-hand man to come to the front, and 
let the butt quietly on the ground. 

An Inspection of the Appointments, Clothing, S^c, is now to 

be made. 
Unfix Bayonets, ^ 

Rear Rank, take L a i j i • j 

CloseOrdtr {March), f As already explamed. 
Stand at Ease. J POSTING 



Return 
Ramrods. 



is 
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POSTING OF SENTINELS. 

The instructor will post his recruits as sentinels, giving 
each of them some particular orders to attend to, and 
instruct them, while on their post, not to allow those orders 
to be infringed ; that they are not to quit their arms, or 
walk more than ten yards on each side of tlieir post ; that 
they are never to converse, loiter, ox lounge upon their 
post, nor remain in their sentry-boxes in good, nor even 
in moderate weather, but are to move about briskly in a 
soldier-like manner ; that on the appearance of an officer, 
they are to stand firm on any part of their walk, paying the 
compliment due, until the officer has passed, taking care 
to front the point specially recommended to their ob- 
servance ; that to all field officers and to officers of a 
superior rank, they must present their arms ; to all other 
officers, they are to carry arms. That all guards and sen- 
tinels must pay the same compliments to officers of the 
Royal Navy and Marines as are directed to be paid to the 
officers of the Army, according to their relative ranks. 
That although guards do not turn out afler sunset to pay 
compliments, yet sentinels, whenever officers approach 
their posts, must pay them a proper attention, by standing 
steady with carried arms, facing to their proper front, nor 
must this be discontinued until the evening is so far ad- 
vanced, that they begin challenging and demanding the 
countersign. 

When sentinels are directed to challenge, the recruit 
must be instructed to do it in a dear, sharp tone, pro- 
nouncing his words as distinctly as possible. On any one 
approaching his post, he must challenge them by the 
words " Who comes there .^" and at the same moment port 
arms; but if posted where a sudden rush might be made 
upon him, he will at once come to the charge — if the 
person approaching gives a satisfactory reply the sentinel 
will direct him to pass ; — afler the challenge, " fVho comes 
there f should the reply be ** Rounds " he must instantly 
demand " What Rounds ?*' if answered " Grand Rounds" 
and he is posted at the guard-house, he must say, " Standi 
Grand Rounds^'* and turn out the guard by calling out 

*« Guard, 
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" Guard, turn out" remaining steady on his post till the 
officer has received them, and they have passed. 

If he is posted elsewhere than at the guard-house, after 
the reply of " Grand Rounds" he must say " Standi Grand 
Rounds f advance onCf and give the countersign," imme- 
diately coming to the portj in which position he will 
receive the countersign, after which he must desire them 
to pass, by saying, " Pass, Grand Rounds, alVs well," 
shouldering his arms at the same time, and presenting as 
the rounds pass him. 

Visiting rounds are received in the same manner by 
sentinels. 

When double sentries are posted, the front one, on 
challenging, will come to the charge and the rear one to 
the port. 

The duties of sentinels on out-posts before an enemy, 
beyond that of vigilance on their posts, and a strict at- 
tention to the orders that are given them, can only be 
learned by practice ; they never pay any compliments. 



SENTRIES. 

Sentries, posted with shouldered arms, are permitted af- 
terwards to support, but not to slope them. On the ap- 
proach of an officer, they immediately carry their arms, 
and put themselves into their proper position, which is not 
to be done at the instant he passes, but by the time he is 
within twenty yards of their post, so that they may be 
perfectly steady before he comes up. 

Sentries are to port arms when challenging any person 
approaching their posts. 



RELIEFS. 

If a relief consists of less than four men, it is to be formed 
in a rank entire, with the corporal on the right; and on the 
footpaths in streets, or in narrow thoroughfares, it is to be 
marched in file in a single rank, with the corporal in front, 
leading. On all other occasions, the corporal is to be on 
the right; he is to carry his arms advanced, with his 
bayonet fixed. 

COMPLIMENTS 
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COMPLIMENTS 

TO BE PAID BT 

Non'Commssioned Officers and Soldiers to Officers of (he 
Royal Navyt Army^ and Marines. 

It is considered essential, that, in the case of the non- 
commissioned officer and soldier, as in the case of the 
officer, there should be one uniform mode of saluting a 
superior. 

The recruit should accordingly, when at his ordinary 
drills, be taught to salute his superior in a soldier-like 
manner. 

The following instructions are to be inculcated under 
this head : 

When approaching to speak to an officer, they should 
be taught to raise the arm to its full extent, at right angles 
with the body, and when horizontal (the fingers and thumb 
being kept together) to bring the hand to the peak of the 
cap, keeping the elbow square, the forefinger and thumb 
feeling the edge of the peak. 

When passing an officer, they bring the hand, in like 
manner, to the peak of the cap, commencing when about 
four paces from him, turning the head, and looking the 
officer in the face, and retaining the hand at the peak until 
he has passed him two paces, when the arm will be brought 
gradually to the side. 

The salute is to be given with the opposite hand to the 
side on which the officer may be ; consequently, it will be 
necessary to practise the salute with the lefl hand as well 
as the right. 



TO 
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TO FIRE A FEU DE JOIE. 



The line drawn up at open order (double distance), with 
shouldered arms, and bayonets fixed. 

With Blank ^ 

Cartridge, > In quick time, as per Regulation, 
lumd, J 

Ready. . . As per Regulation. 

Preient. . . Elevated in the air. 

The right-hand man of the front rank 
commences the fire, which will run down the 
front and up the rear, as quick as possible. 
When the right-hand man of the rear rank 
has fired, the whole will glance their eyes to 
the right, to bring the firelock to the loading 
position, and, when loaded, they will remain 
steady, waiting for the word-— 

Ready, Preunt. As before directed. 

The same to be repeated a third time. 



After the third fire, the whole will glance 
their eyes to the right, bring the firelocks to 
the priming position, and then shoulder by 
word of command. 



Shculder Artnt,\ 
Preeent Amu. \ 
Shouldsr Amu, f 
Order Amu, J 



As per Regulation. 



Three cheers. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR FUNERAL PARTIES. 



The party appointed for the escort, according to the rank 
of the deceased, is to he drawn up two deep, with open 
ranks and unfixed hayonets, facing the house or marquee 
where the corpse is lodged ; and when it is brought out, 
the officer commaid'ng will give the following words of 
command : 

PRESENT ARMS. 

REVERSE ARMS. 
{Explanation for Reversing Amu,) 

Throw the firelock out to the front to the full extent 
of the left arm, give the butt a cant with the right hand 
towards the body, the muzzle is turned straight over to 
the front, seize the firelock with the right hand at the 
swell, muzzle pointing down, guard as high as the chin. 

Seize the cock with the left hand without moving the 
firelock, give the firelock a cant under the lefl arm, the 
right hand is thrown behind the body and grasps the fire- 
lock, the right heel at the same time is brought to its 
original position. 

The officers' swords are reversed under the right arm, 
the point of the sword downwards, grasping the hilt with 
the right hand. 

The Serjeants' fusils are reversed also under the left 
arm. 

REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE ORDER, MARCH. 

The party will then wheel forwards or backwards by 
divisions, or subdivisions^ as circumstances may require, 
and will stand a column, the left in front, until the pr(^« 
cession is ready, when the ranks will be opened by word 
of command. 

MARCH. 



U2 FUNERAL PARTIES. 

MARCH. 

The party moves off in slow time, followed by the 
music^ with drums muffled, playing the Dead March. 

uPbt atovpWf 

FALL-BEARERS OF EQUAL RANK WITH THE 
DECEASED. 

CHIEF MOURNERS. 

OFFICERS TWO AND TWO, 

According to rank, the juniors next to the body of the 
deceased. 

When the first division of the funeral party arrives near 
the burial ground, the word of command, "Halt," is given, 
and the officer commanding will order the ranks of the 
divisions to wheel to the right and left, having been pre- 
viously told off for that purpose, and facing inwards, 
forming a lane for the corpse to pass through. 

REST UPON YOUR ARMS REVERSED. 

(^Eiplanation.) 

The firelock is quitted by the right hand and brought to 

a perpendicular position; the muzzle placed upon the toes 

of the lefl foot. The right and left hands open are placed 

upon the butt-end of the firelock. 

STAND AT EASE. 

The soldiers' heads lean on the back of the left hand, so 
as to look towards the corpse. 

The corpse, &c., having passed through the lane, the 
word '* Attention " is given, on which the soldiers raise 
their heads. 

REVERSE ARMS. 

The ranks are then wheeled up, and at " Open Order" 
move in slow time, and form in line in the same order near 
to and facing the grave. 

The 
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The command will then be given, 

REST UPON YOUR ARMS REVERSED. 
STAND AT EASE. 

After the performance of the Funeral Service, the fol- 
lowing words of command are given: 

ATTENTION. 
Present Arms, Ist. Seize the firelock with the left hand 

at the swell, thumb in front, back of the 
hand towards the body. 

2nd. Seize the small of the butt with the 
right hand, the back of it to the left, thumb 
pointing down. 

Srd. Turn the firelock with the butt 
towards the body to the position of pre- 
sented arms. 

SHOULDER ARMS. 

LOAD WITH BLANK CARTRIDGE. 

FIRE THREE VOLLEYS IN THE AIR. 

ORDER ARMS. 

FIX BAYONETS. 

SHOULDER ARMS. 

REAR RANKS TAKE CLOSE ORDER. 

Wheel backwards by divisions on the left, and march 
to camp or barracks, the right in front, quick time. 

In marching back, the music is not to play, or the 
drums to beat, until the party is entirely clear of the 
burying-ground. 

NJS, — In the funerals of General Officers, the arrange- 
ments of the prescribed number of pieces of cannon, and 
of the different troops, must be made under the superin- 
tendence of the General Officer commanding the whole, 
and must necessarily depend on local circumstances. 



